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GENEALOGICAL TABLE of the Houſe of NASSAU. 


HE Houſe of Naſſau, by conſent of the moſt rigid Criticks, is one of the moſt antient i ire; 

tit may be trac'd as far as Adolphus Count of Naſſau, who died in 503. Some make it ine. , = 
derive it from a Suevian Officer mention'd by Cz/ar under the Name of Naſſua. There is ſtill to be ſeen at 
Nuremberg the Tomb of a Count of Naſſau, named Otho, Son of Jobn, Nephew of Everard and Father of 
Walrave, who was General of the Troops of the Emperor Henry the Fowler, in 920. He is the 14th Count of 
this Name in Hubner's Tables, and his two Grandſons Walrave and Otho have formed the two Branches of 
Naſſau and Gueldres : this laſt became extinct in 1372 by the Death of Edward the 5th. Duke Henry the Rich 
ſixth Count after Walrave, had two Sons, Walram and Otho, who form'd two Lines of the Houſe of Naſſau that 
of Otho and that of Walram. From the firſt are deſcended the Branches of Orange, Siegen, Dillembour Dietz, 
and Hadamar. From the Second thoſe of Saarbruck, Idftein, and Weilbourg. 8 | 1 
Line of OTHO. 1290. 


Line of WALRAM, + 1289. 
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| H E Revolution which has hap- 
pen'd in our Country, the E- 
pocha of which ought to be fix'd on 
the 25th of April, * bears all the 
Marks of a particular Direction of 
Divine Providence. Eight Days be- 
fore that time, the moſt penetrating 
Politicians did not, nor cou'd have 
expected it; but it was wrote down 1 
in the Book of Fate, that we ſhould a 
owe our Deliverance to the moſt in- 
veterate of our Enemies: Such was 


Philip 


— 


— — 
iow. — 8 — 


. 


It was on that Day that the Town of Ter-Veer firlt put 
this great Affair in Motion, by taking the Reſolution related 


29 of propoſing to the States of Zealand, the Election of a 
tat holder. | 


Tue READER. 


Philtþ the IId. ſuch has been Lewis 
the XIV. but ſuch now is hot Lewis 
the XV. whoſe Virtue. ſufficiently 
aſſures us, that when on various occa- 
ſions he declared himſelf our Friend, 
he declared what he really thought, 
and what he ſtill thinks; but it is a 
Cardinal Tencin, whoſe Jeſuitiſm is 
an Enemy to all the Protectors of the 
true Chriſtian Religion ; and a Count 
Saxe, who thirſts after the Glory of 
ſucceeding better in the Canuck of 
our Republick, than Conde and Tu- 
rene: But on the Margin of this eter- 
nal Volume it is written, that the 
Blood of the Orance ſhall always 
ſave and deliver her from Tyranny ; 
and of this what has ſo lately happen d, 
is a convincing Proof. | 
The principal Circumſtances of chte 
aſtoniſhing, though neceſſary Event, 
ought to be tranſmitted to Poſte- 
_ rity, with all the Impartiality that Hiſ- 
tory requires. We ſhall thereſore ſhew 
both the diſtant and immediate Cauſes 
of it, with the Motives and the Man- 


Der 


Tothe READER. 


ner how, as it were by Inſpiration, 
the Affair was tranſacted, as well in 
the reſpective Towns of four Pro- 


vinces, as in the States of each in 


particular ; how the Diſpoſitions and 
Sentiments of the Magiſtrates (for 
thoſe of the Commonality never varied) 
came to change, as it were, from Black 
to White, in an Inſtant ; for we be- 
hold how ſuddenly their Averſion to 


a Statholderſhip, chang'd into an eager 
Deſire of it, and a Haſte to compleat it, 


to which no Obſtacles could put a Stop. 
Perhaps there may have been ſeveral 
hypocritical Suffrages, who acquieſced 
in it rather through fear of becoming 
a Prey to an enraged Populace, than 
from any fincere Regard to the publick 
Good. The Individuals who compole 


the ſeveral Bodies of the Magiſtracy 2 


are Men, (and conſequently ſubject to 
Paſſions) who from the Authority and 
the Poſt occupied by the Individual, 
drew that Force by which they have 
triumph'd over all; from hence ſome- 
times ariſe irreparable Miſchiefs to the 
7 In- 


To the READER. 


Intreſts of Particulars. But why ſhould 
we be deſirous to found the Interior? 
Charity requires we ſhou'd reſt ſatis- 
fed with the Exterior Actions of our 
Neighbour, not doubting, but that if 
ſome were hypocritical in their Suf- 
frages, the Affability, the engaging 
Manners, the great Talents, and the 
great Virtues of his moſt Serene High- 
nels, and above all his Zeal for the 
publick Good, will ſoon change their 
Sentiments into a tender Affection, 
and firm Attachment. * 


AN 


Hiftorical ACCOUNT 


OF THE 


Great REVOLUTION 
Which happen'd 


In the Republic of the United 


Provinces, in 1747. 


[I was very viſible, in the extraor- 
SL”) dinary and important Revolution 
[= which happen'd (between the 2 5th 
of April, and the 6th of May) in 
| the Republick, that our Burghers 
have not loſt the juſt Idea, which our An- 
ceſtors had of the moſt Serene Houſe of 
ORANGE, to which the Republick owes its 
Origin, its invaluable Liberty, and the free Ex- 

erciſe of its Religion. | 
In ſpeaking of the Prince ſo lately veſted 
with the Dignity of Statholder General of the 
S Union 
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Union, it is common to call our five preceding 
Statholders his Anceſtors. But this is wrong ; 
for they were only his Predeceſſors, as he does 
not deſcending from any of them, but from 
Jou x the Elder, who was younger Brother of 
WILLIAM, the Founder and firſt Statholder 
of the Republick, who was. the Eldeſt Son to 
WILLIAM the Antient Count of Naſſau. 
Joux the Elder ſucceeded in 1559, to the 
great Eſtates which the Houſe of Naſſau poſ- 
ſefs'd in Germany; and WILLIAM his Eldeſt, 
to thoſe which that Houſe poſſeſs'd in the 
Low Countries, Moreover, Rene of Naſſau, 
who had inherited the Principality of Orange 
from his Mother Claudine de Chalon, leaving no 
Children, he nam'd this William his Heir; 

and William, in 1544, took upon him the 
Stile and Titie of Prince of Orange, Count of 
Naſſau, Vianden, Dietz, Catzenelbogen, &c. 
Burgrave of Antwerp and Bejangon, Baron of 
Breda, Deiſt, Grimberg, Leck, Alay, Noze- 
roy, Marquis of ere and Fluſhing, Sc. 


Ir is from this WiLLIAM of Naſau, the 
Firſt of that Name, Prince of Orange, (which 
Title he had inherited from his Uncle Rene) 
92 5 Statholder of the Republick, that are 

ded in a direct Line the four Statholders 

— ſucceeded: bim: Theſe are Mau- 
JOS Faeptrick-HinkyY, Wiltzan | IL 
and Wa IAN III. who left no Children.; 


:.Trzss, five Princes of Naſa Orange 2 
Jos Kaul 1 e. and Admirals-Ge- 


neral 
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eral of the Republick ; but they were not ori- 
ginally Statholders of all the Provinces; for 
another Branch of the Houſe of Naſſau ap- 
pointed the Szatho/ders for the Provinces of 

Friſeland, Groeningen, Ommelanden, and the 
Country of Drenthe ; and at the beginning, 
even for thoſe of Utrecht and Guelders. 


Tu Is Branch is deriv'd from Jon x the Elder, 
younger Brother of William I. Prince of Orange, 
who was Count of Naſſau- Dillenbourg, and 
who by three Wives had twenty Children *; 
of whom four Sons divided between them the 

Eſtates of the Houſe of Naſſau in Germany, 
where they form'd the four Branches of Naſ- 
ſau-Serigen, extinct in 1743; Naſſau-Dillen- 
bourg, extinct in 1724; Naſ/au- Dietz, and 
Naſſaw-Kadamar, which laſt became extinct in 
1739. So that the three Branches of Siegen, 
Dillenbourg, and Kadamar, are at pretent 
united in that of Naſſau- Dietz, of which 
H. S. H. the Prince of Orange, our preſent 
Statholder of the ſeven Provinces, is the Head. 
This will be more clearly comprehended by a 
View of the annexed Genealogical Table, 
which ſee. | | 


Erneſt-Caſimir, (third Son of Joan the EE 
der, Count of Naſſau, and Statholder of Guel- 
ders and Zutphen) was elected Statholder of 

A 2 Friſeland, 


* His Father WII LIAM the Silent, had twelve Children by 
the Counteſs of Stolberg, who before her Death could count 


ro Children, 77 Grand Children, and 120 great Grand Chil- 
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Friſeland, Groeningen, Ommeland, and Dren- 
the, in 1620, and he remain'd ſo till he died 
in 1632. His Son Henry Caſimir was elected 
in his Place, and remain'd in it till 1640. Af- 
ter him, came W:ll:am- Frederick his Brother, 
who kill'd himſelf by accident 1664. Henry- 
Caſimir his Son, was then declared Hereditary 
Statholder of Friſeland, and elected Statholder 
of Groeningen, Ommeland, and Drenthe. He 
died in 1696, and was ſucceeded by his Son 
John William Friſo, who, in 1711 periſhed 
in paſſing the Mcerdyck. His Son ⸗William 
Charles Henry Friſo, born 48 Days after his 
Death, ſucceeded him in the Poſt of Statholder 
of Friſeland till 1719; when he was elected 
Statholder of Guelders, Zutphen, Groeningen, 
and Ommelanden; and in the Year 1747, Stat- 
holder of Zeeland, Holland, Utrecht, and 
Overyſſel, and Statholder, Captain and Ad- 
miral General of all the United Provinces. 


His Titles are, WILLIAM IV. Sc. by the 
Grace of God, Prince of Orange and Naſſau, 
Count of Catzenelbogen, Vianden, Dietz, Spie- 
gelberg, Buren, Leerdam, Marquis of Ter- 
vere and Fluſbing, Baron of Breda, Bielſtein, 
of the Town of Grave, of the Country of Cuyk, 
elſtein, Cranendonk, Eindhoven and Lieſveld, 

Lord of Breedercord, Turnhout, Gertruyden- 
berg, Williamſtadt, Klundert, St. Martin's 
Dyck, Zevenberg, Sternberg, upper and lower 


Swaluwe, Naltwyck, Grimberg, Herſtal, Ar- 
lay, &c. 


FROM 
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From what we have ſet forth, it appears, 
that H. S. H. is deſcended in a direct Line 
from Jo N the Elder, Brother of WILLIAM 
the firſt Prince of Orange and Naſſau; all 
whoſe Dominions, formerly divided among ſe- 
veral Branches, are now re- united under the 
Regency of H. S. H. WILLIAM IV Prince 
of Orange and Naſſau. This Prince, who 
was born the firſt of September 1711, eſpous' d 
ANNE of Brunſwick- Hanover, Princeſs Roy- 
al of Great-Britain, by whom H. S. H. has 
one Princeſs, born the beginning of 1743. 


Trnoucn the Primitive Conſtitution of 
the Republick requires that it ſhould have a 
Chief, yet has the Statholderſhip been vacant 
two ſeveral Times ; once during 22 Years, after 
the Death of William the IId; and again during 
4 5 Years, after the Death of Villiam tbe IIId. 
The imminent Dangers to which the Repub- 
lick has been expoſed during theſe two Inter- 
regnums, is nearly a Demonſtration, that it 
cannot ſubſiſt without a Statholder, and ſhou'd 
make all true Patriots wiſh, that it may never 
more feel a Third. 


Brok the happy Revolution, by which 
the ſeven Provinces which form the Republick, 
were delivered from the Tyrannical Yoke of 
Spain, the 17 Provinces of the Low Countries 
had been ſucceſſively re-united in the Houſe 
of Burgundy, from whence they paſs' d into 
that of Auſtria, by the Marriage of Maximilian 
Son of the Emperor Fredrick I1Id, with W 

4 3 0 
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of Burgundy, Daughter and Heireſs of Charles 
tbe Bold, ſhe bringing him in Marriage this 
Rich Succeſſion, which deſcended to their Son 
Philip King of Caſtile, of whom Charles 
the Vth. inherited them. 


DurinG the Time Maximilian, Philip, 
Charles the Vth. and Philip IId. his Son, poſ- 
ſeſſed theſe Provinces, they were reſpectivcely 
Govern'd, according to the Cuſtom of all 


Ages Þ, by the States of each Province, which 


were uſually compos'd of Deputies from the 
Nobility, and the Magiſtrates of each Town. 
There was uſually a Province, as that of 
Utrecht, in which the Clergy had alſo a Share 
in the Government, and therefore in the States 
of that Province there were three Orders, 
Each Province had a Governor (Statholder) 
nominated by the Prince, and ſometimes the 


. fame Lord was at once Governor of two or 


three neighbouring Provinces, in which he re- 
3 the Perſon of the Sovereign whoſe 

ntereſts he ſerv'd, by maintaining Unanimity 
inthe Aſſembly of the States, taking ſpecial care 
toadmit no factious or turbulentPerſons therein. 
Thus William I. was Governor for Charles 
the Vth. of the Provinces of Holland, Zeeland, 
and Utrecht: And therefore, when he laid 
the Foundation of the Republick, he preſerv'd 
the ſame Form of Government in all the Pro- 
vinces; which, in Reward of the Services he 


+ Accord ing to Tacitus Lib. 4. Hi. and C Lib. 6. 8 
ae 
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had done his Country, elected him their Stat- 
holder - General, being before Statholder in 
particular of Holland, Zeeland, Utrecht, Over- 
Mel, and Friſeland; as was his Brother 
Fohn the Elder of Guelders and Zutphen ; and 
his Nephew Milliam Lewis ſucceeded him 
in the Statholderſhip of Friſeland, to which he 
annexed that of Groeningen and Ommelanden. 
Theſe two Provinces continued under the Stat- 
holderſhip of this Branch of Naſſau Dietæ, till 
the end of the Year 1665; when the Province 
of Friſeland conferred the Title of Hereditary 
Statholder upon Count "Henry Caſimir, Uncle to 
H. S. H. William IVth. when they elected 
him in the Place of his Father. 


Tubus have we traverſed the Genealogy of 
the Princes Statholders: Let us now ſee what 
Services they have done to the Republick ; of 
theſe, we ſhall be very far from relating all, for 
that would require more than a Volume in 
Folio, as it is the moſt copious and 3 
part of the Hiſtory of our Republick. 


WII IIA the I, and his Brother Ls 
were the firſt among the Grandees of the 
Country, who laid the Foundations of the Ne- 
publick, and who both cemented them with 
their Blood: Grotius, ſpeaking of the firſt, 
hays, that he was generally acknowledg'd'in all 

the Towns, to be the Author of their Liberty; 
and as he poſſeſi d in an Eminent Degree, all 
thoſe Qualities which gain the Love of Mankind, 
& from to reject all kinds of Authority, he 

A4 eftabliſhed 


(9) 
eftabliſhed one extreamly Powerful in the A. 


fections of the People. He exerciſed the Stat- 


holderſhip from 1572 till his Death, which 
happened in 1 584, in the 51ſt Year of his Age. 


Ir was in 1572 that he made himſelf 
Maſter of the Briel: This Conqueſt was 
followed by that of YVi;fingen, Veer, Zirickzee, 
Dort, Oudewater, Gorcum, Buren, Enkbuy- 
zen, Medenblyck, Horn, Edam, and in fine, 
of the whole County of Zutphen, Overy/ſel, 
South and North Holland, except Amſterdam 
and Schonbeven; and he the ſame Year took 
Roermonde, Loonie, Nivelle, Meine, Den- 
der monde and Oudenarde. 


In 1573, he ſubjected Mrddleburgh and Geer- 
truydenberg ; about which Time, Admiral 
Boiſſot defeated the Spaniſh Fleet before Berg- 
op-200m, and before Lilla. Requiſens alſo was 
oblig'd to abandon North Holland, and leave be- 
hind him two Thirds of his Men. 

In 1574, Baldes was forc'd to raiſe the Siege 
of Leyden. 

In 1576, William ſet the finiſhing Hand to 
the Union of Ghent. 

In 1578, Am ande, wor the ae 
Iatereſt. + 


Tur firſt of January 1579. 2 had 
the Satisfaction to unite the Provinces of Guel- 
ders, Hulland, Zeeland, Utrecht and Over- Tel, 
by a ſolemn: Treaty of Confederacy. This laſt 
Blow which he * 0 Philip the IId. ſo en- 


Þ - raged 
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that proud and haughty Prince, that he ſet 
a Price upon his Head, promiſing twenty five 
ThouſandCrowns in Gold, to whoever ſhould 
bring it to him dead or alive. What Idea 
muſt one have of aPrince, who inſtead of doing 
Juſtice to his Subjects when they complain'd 
of Tyranny, of avaritious and cruel Miniſters, 
ſets a Price upon their Head ! Two miſerable 
Wretches were found who attempted to 6btain 
this Price of Blood: The firſt fail'd in his At- 
tempt, and was inſtantly. ſtabb'd by the No- 
bles, who were at that Time round the 
Prince's Perſon; the ſecond, having unfortu- 
nately ſucceeded, . was taken and puniſh'd as 
he deſerved. _ 


CounT MAURICE of Naſſau, his ſecond 
Son *, who was not then 17 Years old, ſuc- 


ceeded him in the Statholderſhip of Holland 


and Zeeland ; and in 1587, he was declared 
Captain General, in place of the Earl of Leiceſ- 
ter. He put the finiſhing: Hand to the Conſti- 
tution of the Republick, and during a Govern- 
ment of 41 Years, he acquired the Reputa- 
tion of being the greateſt General of his Time. 
The Spaniards to their Coſt found him, every 
where and he every where triumph'd over them, 
He ſucceeded. his elder Brother Philip, who 
died Priſoner in Spain, in 1618, m the Prin- 
_ cipality of Orange: It is to him the Houſe of 
Brandenburg is indebted for the ſhare ſhe had 

PN fo Ry in 


..*. Philip William his eldeſt, had been ſeiz'd at Louvain, and 
carried Priſoner into Spain, where he died, 


( 10) 
in the Succeſſion of Cleves, he having eſpous'd 
her Intereſts with great Vigour againſt the 
Houſe of Newburg : He died eo png in 
the Tour oy 5. 


HIS Brocher Frederich Henry, agedq; 6 Vears, 
ſucceeded him in his Eſtates and Wis ploy. 


ments. He had acquir'd great Military Skill 


under his Brother Maurice: and during 
22 Years that he Govern'd the Republick, 


Had the — TR to form its Body and ſettle 


its Frontiers, by the Conqueſts which he 

in'd over the Spaniardt, who were 
ſtill Maſters of divers Places in 220 Pro- 
vinces. 


Ix 1624, he forc'd the Count” De Berg to 
quit Value. 

In 1626, he took and demoliſh'd Olden- 
zeel. 

In 1627, he mae himſelf Maſter of Gril 

In 1629, of pI and Wezel. | 

In 1632, of Venlo, Roermonde, Stralen, 
Magftricht, Limbourg and its Ditchy. 

In 1635, of Tlierlemont. 7A 

In 1636, he retook the Fort of Schenke 
from the Spaniards, 
In 1637, he took Breda, and reckiv'd 
from the King of France the Title of Highneſs. 

In 1641, he took the Caſtle of Gennep. 

In 1644, the Sas-de-Gand, © © 

And in 1645, the Town of Hulft with its 
Bailliage. 


| . 1 Prarx 


* 
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DEATH put an End to his great Exploits 
in 1647, at the very Time when he was 
going to crown them all by a Treaty of Peace 


at Munſter, which was concluded the fol- 


lowing Year. It has been ſaid of the three 
Statholders, that Villiam laid the Foundations 
of the Edifice of the Republick ; that Mau- 
rice, with equal Glory and Succeſs, rais'd 
the Structure thereon, and that Prederick 


Henry compleated it and cover'd in the Roof. 


WILLIAM JI. was 21 Years old when his 


Father died, in whoſe Preſence he had given 


many Proofs of Courage on various Occaſions. 
He eſpous'd Maria Henrietta of England, 
eldeſt Daughter of Charles the Firſt, in 1642, 
and his Nuptials were ſignalized by the Glo- 
rious Action of Breſtate. Some Days after 
his Father's Death, he ſucceeded him in his 
Eſtates, Employments, Dignities, and Prero- 
gatives ; and in March 1648, he by the Treaty 
of Munſter put an End to a War, which for 
30 Years, had arm'd the Lu- countries againſt 
Spain, coſt immenſe Treaſures, and ſhed Ri- 
vers of Blood. As ſoon as the Peace was con- 
cluded, the States of the reſpective Provinces, 


particularly thoſe of Holland, who alone had 
| borne more than half the Burthen of the War, 
began to think of the Means to reap the 


Fruits of it, by repairing the vaſt Loſſes which 
it had occaſion'd. One of the firſt Things 
that offer'd, was a Reduction of the Treops ; 
but this was not agreeable to the Young 
Prince William, who was. poſleſs'd of all the 

re Courage 
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Courage and Martial Ardour of his three il- 
luſtrious Predeceſſors. This occaſion'd ſome 
Diſputes between him and the States of Hol- 
land, and theſe Diſputes were the Conſe- 
quence of an Enterprize which he form'd 
upon Amſterdam, and of his Seizing ſeven 
Deputies of the States of the Province, who 
were the moſt violent and obſtinare in their 
Oppoſition to his Defigns. Theſe Deputies 
he order'd to be conducted to Loeveſtein, from 
whence came the Name of the Faction that 
was form'd in the Republick, after his Death, 
againſt his Family. He died the. 6th of Nov. 
i650, without having perform'd any Thing 


remarkable during his Government of three 
Years and a half. 


William III. was born eight Days after the 
Death of his Father. The abſolute manner 
in which this laſt had endeavour'd to govern 
the State, had greatly diſſatisfied many of the 
People, ſo that the Faction of Loeveſtern did 
not find it difficult to take advantage of the 
Circumſtance of his Son's Infancy, indirectly 
to aboliſh the Statholderſhip ; and Cromwel, 
who could not but be under ſome Fear of the 
Blood of the Stuarts in whatever Branch it 
might be, and eſpecially in a Prince of Orange, 
in whom Prudence and Valour are Hereditary, 
put the finiſhing Hand to the Project form'd 
againſt the Elevation of the Young William to 
the Dignities of his Father. The Memory of 
theſe Times is not yet effaced. It ſhall ſuf- 
fice to ſay, that the Republick under its Stat- 

| | | holders 
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holders, and fince the Death of the laſt, was 
arriv'd at ſuch a vaſt degree of Power, as 
excited the Jealouſy of France, and made 
Lewis XIV. think he could never raiſe the 
Edifice of his Univer/al Monarchy, till the 
Ruin of the Republick became the Foun- 
dation of it. From hence her ambitious and 
unjuſt Reſolution of rendering himſelf Maſter 
of the ſeven Provinces, or of changing them 
into a frightful Deſart, by putting every Thing 
in them to Fire and Sword. Who would be- 
lieve it! England, the Biſhops of Cologne, 
Munſter, Wurtzbourg, and Oſnabrug lent their 
Aſſiſtance in the Execution of this barbarous 
Deſign. Nevertheleſs it muſt be confeſs'd, 
this Monarch did not behave in the manner 
his preſent Succeſſor does. He did not 
diſguiſe his Deſigns. He warn'd the Repub- 
lick to be upon its Guard, by refufing to 
hear her. Juſtification, concerning the Grie- 
vances which he had alledg'd againſt her. 
An Ambition, little different from Cruelty, 
had incited him to the Formation of the De- 
ſign, ſo that to the Refuſal of Leuis XIV. 


may be applied Phedrus's Fable of the Wolf 
and Lamb, which fays : | 


Heæc propter illos ſeripta eſt homines Fabula, 
Qui ſictis caufis innocentes opprimunt. 


Ho was it poſſible for the unhappy Re- 
publick to put itſelf in ſuch a poſture of De- 
fence, as the greatneſs of the Forces deſtin'd 
for her Deſtruction required? She had no Chief, 


no 
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no Army, nor no Fleet. For 22 Years, we 
had been engag'd in * * But we need not 
call to mind a Behaviour condemn'd then and 
imitated ſince, for 45 Years, In the Space of 
a ſingle Month Leis XIV. took Or joy, Rhyn- 
berg, Burick, Weſel, the Forts of Lippe and 
Reeſe, the Caſtle of Gennep, the. F. of Schenker, 
S" Heerenberg, Grave, Raveſtein, Crevecour, 
the F. Engelen, Nimeguen, Tiel, Bommel, Kui- 
lenbourg, Knotzenbourg, Voorn, Andries, He- 
mert, Arnhem, Harderwyck, Elburg, Wage- 
ningen, Hattem, Yijeloort, Zutphen, Doeſbourg, 
Deutekom, Lochem, Grol, Breevoort, Bronk- 
hort, Borkloa, Utrecht, Wyck-te-Deurſtede, 
Rhenen, Amersfort, Deventer, Zuol, Kampen, 
Vollenbove, Steenwyck, Haſſelt, Ootmarſen, Oi- 
denzeel, Meppel, Geelmuiden, Koevoerden, Har- 
denberg, Ommen, Almeloo, Goor, Digenheim, 
Delden, Enſchede, Blockziel, Kuinder, Zuart- 


fluys, Ommerſthans, Rooveen, Stapborſt, Narden, 


Woerden, Oudewater, Vianen, Keukelom, Aſpe- 
ren, Leerdam, Buuren, Lelſtein, Winſchoot, &c. 
Not to mention great Numbers of Villages and 
Lordſhips. 


THEsE rapid Succeſſes inſpir'd Hopes of 
many others; but the People, calling to Mind 
that Heaven had made uſe of William I. to de- 
liver themfrom Spaniſh Slavery, thought that in 
imitation of him, they might hope his Great 
Grandſon would guard them from French Ty- 


rauny. They therefore call'd him to the Go- 


vernment of the State, and placed him at the 
Helm of a Veſſel extreamly agitated, This 
TE Young 
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Young Prince, who was but 22 Years old, 
immediately put a ſtop to the Conqueror's 
| Progreſs ; and having retaken Narden in ſeven 
Days, though the Garriſon conſiſted of 4000 
Men, he obliged Conde, Turenne, and Lewes 
the XIV. to abandon three entire Provinces, 
and a fourth almoſt conquered, and to think 
of their own Safety by making a Retreat. 


_ Every body knows how much the Power, 
Credit and Glory of the Republick is indebted 
to the Prudence and Valour of Villiam III. 
who always tenderly cheriſh'd it, as his 
Country. As he died without Children, after 
baving happily governed the Republick for 
30 Years, the Government reaflum'd the ſame 
Form which had been eſtabliſh'd after the 
Death of his Father, and which has continued 
to this Time, when the Miniftry of France 
have done that for the Heir “ of William III. 
which Lewis XIV. had before done for that 
Prince. 


IN 1741, the Court of France judging 
that the ſudden Death of the Emperor 
Charles VI. the laſt Prince of the Auguſt 
Houſe of Auſtria, furniſh'd her with a more 
favourable Opportunity, than ſhe had ever 
yet had, to execute her antient Project of de- 
ſtroying, or at leaſt of diminiſhing the Power 

5 of 


» King William having no Children, inſtituted the Pri 


on Milliam Friſe, Statholder of Frięſſand, his Heir to the 

tes of the Houſe of Naſſau ; and this Will gave Occaſion 

to a Diſpute between the Legatee and the Houſe of Bra aden- 
bourgh, which was determin'd in 1732, by a Partition Treaty. 
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of that Houſe, which had always ſet Bounds 
to the French Ambition, ſhe forgot the En- 
gagements which ſhe had enter d into with 
that Emperor, who by the Ceſſion of the 
Dutchies of Lorrain and Bar, had purchas'd 
and paid for a Guaranty of the Execution of 
his domeſtick Law, known by the Name of 
the Pragmatick - Sandtion - Caroline, which 
eſtabliſh'd the Right of Elderſhip and Indi- 
viſibility in the Succeſſion to the Eſtates of 
his Houſe. But as his mo/? Chriſtian Majeſty 
had no Pretenſions upon that Houſe, with 


which he had concluded a ſolemn Treaty of 


perpetual Peace but two Years before, he 
found it neceſſary to ſeek for a Pretence ; and 
this was found in the ſtrict Alliance which 
ſubſiſted between his Majeſty and the Elector 
of Bavaria, who form'd Pretenſions to the 
whole Succeſſion, that is to ſay, upon the 
Kingdoms of Hungary and Bohemza in right 


of Anne of Auſtria, Daughter of the Emperor 


Ferdinand I. and Mother of his Great Grand- 
Father; and upon the particular Eſtates of 
the Houſe of Auſtria in right of Frederick of 
Auſtria, beheaded at Naples, whoſe Heirs, 
the Elector of Bavaria pretended that the 
Emperor Rodo/ph I. had unjuſtly deprived of 
Auſtria, to give it to his Son Albert, 


Tu 1s Pretence being ſettled, Cardinal Fleury 
form'd a Treaty of Alliance with the Count 
de Foringon the Bavarian Miniſter, which 
was ſign'd by one Party at Fontainbleau, and 
by the other at Nimpbenbourgb, and in which 
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were ſettled the Succours and Subfidies with 
which France ſhould aſſiſt the Elector, to 
whom alſo were promis'd the Spoils of the 
Houſe of Auſtria, and the Imperial Crown, 
(as if that depended upon the Court of France) 
on Condition that the new Emperor ſhould 
not oppoſe the Conqueſt of the Low- 
Countries, which were to be united to the 
other Dominions of the Crown of France, 
nor ſhou'd the Bavarian Emperor be permitted 
to conſent to their being in any manner re- 
claimed or redeemed *, 


Maria-Thereſa, Heireſs to Charles VI. who, 
if ever ſuch a thing as good Faith ſubſiſted 
in the Cabinets of Princes, confiding in the 
Guarantys of three Fourths of Europe, might 
flatter herſelf with the Hope of entering 
upon the peageable Poſſeſſion of a Succeſſion 
which had been confirm'd to her in ſo ſolemn 
a manner, and by ſo many of the moſt au- 
thentick Treaties, found herſelf ſurrounded on 
a ſudden with Enemies and Pretenders : The 
Court of France took care to engage the 5 
of Spain, the Elector of Saxony King of Poland, 
and the King of Sardinia, all to appear and 
make their Demands ; one in right of Charles 
the Fifth, to all the Dominions of the Houſe of 
Auſtria ; another in right of his Wife, Daugh- 
ter of the Emperor Fojeph, to a Part; and the 
third to the Dutchy of Milan, as Heir to the 
Rights of Catharine of Spain, Daughter of 

B fin Philip 
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Philip II. his Great Great Grand-father. Hoſ- 
tilities were immediately commenced ; the 
firſt Blows fell upon a Prince of the Empire 
(the Biſhop of Paſſau) in contempt of the 

aws of the Empire, but by Virtue of the 
Right of Convenzence ; and the States of Auſtria 
ſoon lie expos'd a Prey to foreign Troops, 
wha menace even Vienna: Vienna] that Bul- 
wark of Chriſtianity, from whence the 
Heireſs of ſo many Emperors is oblig'd to | 
fly, that ſhe may throw herſelf into the Arms 


of her faichful Hungarians. 


We ſhall not here give an Account of this 
unjuſt War, the Authors of which have al- 
ready in part felt the Miſeries of it, for it 
has coſt France more than 400, ooo Men, 
Spain more than 150, 000, Bavaria the Ruin 
and Devaſtation of its Dominions ; the total 
Ruin of the French Colonies and Commerce, 
the exhauſting of her Treaſures, and the De- 
ſtruction of her Naval Power. Spain alſo, 
beſides the Ruin of her Commerce in America, 
had her Treaſures exhauſted in Europe. The 


Queen of Hungary implored the Aſſiſtance 


of her Guarantees, but there were none be- 
fides her natural Allies that furniſh'd her with 
any; theſe perform'd their Engagements, not 
only becauſe good Faith requir'd it, but alſo 
becauſe they penetrated the Deſigns of France, 
who, by the Ruin of the Houſe of Auſtria, 
would infallibly accompliſh the End of all her 
unjuſt Enterprizes, which is Univer/a! Mo- 
narc hy. 


TukE 
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Tux Maritime Powers, who. are the natu- 
ral Guarantees and Defenders of the Ballance 
of Power, being perſuaded (as the King of 


France himſelf was in 1738) that the Pub- 


lick Tranquillity could not long . ſubſit, and 
that no more certain Means could be found 
Equilibrium in Europe, 
than by preſerving the Order of Succe 

eftabliſh'd in the 25 of Auſtria, again all 


future Enterprizes whatever, &c. & they there- 


fore flew to the Aſſiſtance of her x RIEL of 
Hoe? and Bohemia. 


Tr 1s good Faith in the Pert of 
their Engagements, incets'd the French Mi- 
niſtry, Authors of the War, who therefore de- 
clar'd it againſt the King of Great Britain, The 
invincible Firmneſs of the Queen and the Pfo- 
greſs of her Arms, had the {ame Effect: they 
were offended that the dared to defend her 
invaded Dominions, of which thoſe by whom 
they were attack'd had promis d her the peace- 


able Poſſeſſion. . declared WI. againſt 
her alſo. 


Tuev affected to have ſome Regard. for 
the Republick of the United Provinces ; they 
ſeem'd deſirous to make Uſe of her, in caſe 
of Neceflity, as a Mediator and Reſtorer of 


Peace, 
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of the Definitive Treaty pf 1738, 
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Tux not only paid her a Deference, but 
even flatter'd and careſs'd her. They de- 


manded of her the Aſſembly of a general 


Congreſs, made Overtures to her, and aſſured 
her of an eternal Eſteem and tier Aﬀec- 


tion: all this they affected at the very Time 


when they were ſowing Diſcord in the Pro- 


'vinces, and in the Councils of the Cities. 


They endeavour'd to eſtrange her inſenſibly 
from her Allies, in hopes that when they 
ſhould no longer have her Aſſiſtance, they 
ſhould triumph over them, and that by fuch 
a Behaviour ſhe wou'd draw upon herſelf 
the irreconcileable Hatred of the Courts of 
Vienna and London ; and then, falling upon 
her the firſt Opportunity, wou'd puniſh her 
for having ſo long travers'd the Elevation of 
the Coloſſus of Univerſal Monarchy, by ſub- 
jecting her the laſt. That this has always 
been the Deſign of France, that ſhe never 
in the leaſt thought of Peace, that ſhe only 
propos'd it to gain Time, and eareſs'd the 


Hollanders and made them fair Promiſes only | 
to lull them into a blind Security, and then 


undeceive them the firſt Opportunity, is what 
plainly appear'd the ſeventeenth of April laſt, 
by the following Declaration, remitted by the 
Secretary of the French Ambaſſy to the 
Preſident of the States General. 
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DECLARATION, communicated by the King's 
Order, to the Lords the States General. 
HOUGH the King has long had the 
moſt juſt Reaſon to complain of the 
unlimited Succours, which the United Pro- 
vinces furniſh to the Queen of Hungary, his 
Majeſty nevertheleſs has been unwilling to 
look upon the States General as his direCt 
Enemies. The Regard, which ſhe has never 
ceas'd to ſhew for the Republick, and the 
Propoſitions which, on different Occaſions, 
have been made to them . by his Miniſters, 


are a laſting Monument of the fincere Diſpo- 


ſition, in which his Majeſty has always been, 
not only to keep the Theatre of the War out 
of the Territories and even Neighbourhood of 
the United Provinces, but alſo to procure them 
the Glory of effectually contributing to the 
Re- eſtabliſhment of Peace among the Powers 
at War. It was with this laudable Deſign, 


that the King in the Month of July 1742, 


made the Miniſters of the Republick Depo- 
ſitaries of his pacifick Intentions, and of the 
juſt and reaſonable Conditions on which his 


Majeſty conſented, at that Time to put an 


End to the Troubles, which unhappily di- 
ſturb'd the Tranquillity of all Europe. The 
King, that there might not remain the leaſt 
Doubt of the Uprightneſs and Purity of his 
Intentions, nor of the entire Confidence which 
he reposd in the S. G. offer'd even to give 
up Dunkirk to be garriſon'd by their own 

| B 3 Troops. 
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Troops. H. M. has conſtantly profeſs'd, 
ever ſince that Epocha, the ſame Moderatlon 
and the ſame conciliatory Defires, though 
without having had the Confolation to inſpire 
the United Provinces with Sentiments ſo con- 
formable to the Intereſt of their Republick 
in particular, and the common Advantage of 
all the Powers. The King, not content with 
privately exciting the Zeal of the S. G. pro- 
pos'd to them by a publick Memorial, which 
their Miniſter remitted to them in the Month 
of September 1745, the Aſſembling of a Con- 
greſs, that the great Work of Peace might in 
concert be labour'd at without delay. In 
ſhort, it was impoſſible for his Majeſty to 
expreſs in a ſtronger manner than he has 
done, his Affection for and Confidence in the 
S. G. and the particular Regards which he 
has had for them. Regards which would 
ſtill ſubſiſt, did not the Reaſons of War and 
the Security of the Conqueſts which he has 
gain'd over the Queen of Hungary, abſolutely 
require his Majeſty to take py moſt imme- 
diate and effectual Meaſures, to ſecure him- 
ſelf from the Deſigns of his Enemies. Had 
the Republick not given them an Aſylum 
in its Territories; and had ſhe not furniſh'd 
them with Succours in Abundance, and of 
all Kinds, the King would not then have 
und himſelf under the indiſpenſible Ne- 
ceſſity of interrupting theſe multiplied Means 
of perpetuating, againſt his Will, a War which 
has already laſted but too long. It is there- 
fore from theſe Circumſtances and this Be- 

ö haviour 
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haviour of the United Provinces, that his Ma- 


jeſty has given Leave to the General of his 
Troops, to take without diſtinction any Mea- 
ſures which his Ability and Experience in 
the Military Art may ſuggeſt to him, to pre- 
vent the Enemy's Army from diſturbing the 
lawful Poſſeſſion of the King's Conqueſts, 
and to ſtrengthen the Repoſe of the People 
ſo lately ſubjected to his Dominion. The 
King might with Juftice, ever ſince the Be- 
ginning of the laſt Campaign, have enter'd 
with his Army the Territories of the States 
General, they having granted a Retreat into 
them to the Troops of the Enemies of France. 


But his Majeſty, being perſuaded that the 


Steps which they then took towards a Peace 
were ſincere, ſuſpended the Execution of an 
Enterprize, which both the Laws of War 
and the bad Condition of the allied Army 
would have equally juſtified. The King 
ir gu the advantageous Idea, which he 
ad conceiv'd of the Candour and good Faith 


of the Republick, to the general Opinion 


ſpread throughout Europe, that under the 
ſpecious Veil of a Negotiation, the real In- 


tention of the States General was to pro- 


cure themſelves the neceſſary Delays, to 


avert the Danger with which they were 


menaced, and to prepare themſelves for mak- 
ing greater Efforts for continuing the War. 
Theſe Suſpicions have been confirmed by the 
Ditficulties, which were actually created at 
the opening of the Conferences at Breda : 
Difficulties as unforeſeen, as contrary to the 
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ſolemn Engagements they had enter'd into 
with the King, and which ſeem only to have 
been invented to perplex the Negotiations of 
Peace, and prevent the Succeſs of them. | 


WHETHER this was their Motive or not, 
though the Event renders it but too proba- 
ble, the Dutch Troops having in 1744 en- 
ter'd the Territories of France, in the Plains 
of Lille and Ciſoing, without the States Ge- 
neral having pretended by tnis Invaſion to 
make direct War againſt the King, his Ma- 
jeſty declares, that in being thus forc'd to 
enter upon the Territories of the Republick, 
his Deſign is not to break with her, but only 
to ſtop, cr prevent the dangerous Conſe- 
quences of the Protection which ſhe grants 
to the Troops of the Queen of Hungary and 
the King of Fngland. It cannot juſtly be 
expected, that the King ſhould carry his 
Scruples ſo far, as to reſpect to his Preju- 


dice the pretended Neutrality of the Auxi- 


liary Powers of his Enemies, at the very 
Time when they are the moſt active againſt 
his Majeſty's Allies, and even againſt Coun- 
tries which never ſwerved from the moſt ex- 
act Impartiality. Nevertheleſs the King, that 
he may as much as poſſible conciliate his 
Duty to himſelf with the Sentiments of Be- 
nevolence which he ſtill has for the States 
General, has exprefsly commanded the Ge- 
nerals of his Army to oblige ' ſuch of his 
Forces as ſhall enter the Territory of the 
United Provinces, to obſerve the ſtricteſt Diſ- 
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cipline, and to regulate all theit Operations 
from the Neceſſity of Circumſtances. His 


Majeſty is ſo far from having any Intention to 
diſturb the Religion, the Government, or 
the Commerce of the Republick, that on the 
contrary it is his Intention to grant all poſ- 
ſible Protection to the Subjects of the States 
General, being perſuaded, that their Be- 
haviour will be anſwerable to ſuch favourable 
Diſpoſitions. In fine, to give a yet more 
convincing Proof of the Sincerity of the King's 
Deſigns, the only Ends of which are to render 
vain the evil Deſigns of his Enemies, and to 
conquer their Inflexibility to the Means of an 
Accommodation, his Majeſty declares, that he 
ſhall not look upon the Towns or Territories 
which for his Security he ſhall be oblig'd © 
occupy, any otherwiſe than as a Pledge, which 
he engages himſelf to reſtore, as ſoon as the 
United Provinces ſhall give Proofs, not equi- 
vocal, that they no longer furniſh the Ene- 
mies of his Crown with Succours of all Kinds, 
which has been one of the principal Cauſes 
of the Continuance of the War. The King's 
ſole Deſire is the Re-eſtabliſhment of the Pub- 
lick Repoſe upon a juſt and folid Founda- 


tion; and the Intereſt which his Majeſty takes 


in the Safety and Happineſs of the States 
General, would make him behold with Re- 
gret, their Continuance to ſacrifice to foreign 
Conſiderations and unjuſt Paſſions, their Fi- 
nances, Troops, Territories, Tranquillity, 
and perhaps Form cf their Government. 
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Tris Declaration was accompanied with 
a Letter in form of a Memorial from the 
Abbe De la Ville, who has always been re- 
garded as the Minifter of Fance to their High 
Mightineſſes. The following is a Copy of it. 


High and Mighty Logs, 


HE King has commanded me to commu- 
nicate to your High Mightineſſes the 
Declaration, of which I have the Honour to 
remit to you the annexed Copy: And at the 
{ame Time that you will there ſee the Motives 
which have determin'd the Military Operations, 
of which his Majeſty bas at laſt been oblig'd to 
approve the Plan, you will alfo obſerve, that 
the King's Intentions are invariable, with re- 
ſpect to the Re-eſtabliſhment of Peace, and the 
true Intereſts of the United Provinces, The 
King now finds himſelf under the Neceſſity of 
continuing a War, with ſo much the more 
Regret, as the Territory of your Republick 
may perhaps become the Theatre of it. And 
his Majeſty deſires nothing more ſincerely, than 
to inſpire your High Mightineſſes, whilſt there 
is yet Time, with Reſolutions worthy of your 
Sagacity and the Wiſdom of your Government. 
High and Mighty Lords, the preventing of 
the Dangers with which your Territories 
are menaced, depends only upon yourſelves ; 
and you may yet, by taking wiſe Precautions 
tor the Security and Repoſe of your People, 
prepare the Means of a general Peace: It is 
your Confidence, and not your Poſſeſſions, 
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which the King ſeeks to procure; and his 
Majeſty would with Eagerneſs embrace any 
Occaſion of ſhewing your High Mightineſſes in 
ſo critical a Conjuncture, the moſt real Effects 
of his Eſteem and Affection. It only remains 
for me, (after having executed the 2 Be” 8 Or- 
ders) to renew to your High Mightineſſes 
Homage of my profound 4 Reſpeck and ob 
ful Senſe which T have of the Marks of 
Eſteem with which you have till now con- 
deſcended to honour me, and of which I 
humbly hope you will grant me the Con- 
tinuance, Done at Verſailles, April 1 3th, 
1747. Sign d The Abbé de la Ville. mY 
Tur bitter-ſweet Stile of theſe two Pieces, 
made it doubtfyl whether they were made 
for a Menace, or only as a kind of Advertiſe- 
ment; but it was ſoon viſible what to think of 
them; for the next Day Advice came, that at 
the very Moment when the Sieur Chiquet deli- 
vered the Declaration to the Preſident of the 
Aſſembly of their High Mightineſſes, that 
Lieutenant General Count Lowendabl, at the 
Head of 25000 Men aſſembled near Ghent, 
had executed the Menace, by entering Durch. 
Flanders, where he had ſummon'd the Re- 
doubts, Forts, Towns, and Fortreſſes, to open 
their Gates to him: He immediately. pene-" 
trated into the rich Country of Cad andt, and 
eſtabliſhing bis Head Quarters at Ardenbourg, 
he at the ſame time laid Siege to the Sas-de- 
Gand, L Ecluje, and Fort Philippine ; during, 
; which 
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| which a Detachment from Autwerp ſeiz d 


upon Fort Perle above that City, and took 
poſt in the Territory of Doel, where they be- 
ſieged and took Fort LiefkenſÞoek, | 


TRE Exceſſes which Count Louendabl's 
Troops committed wherever they came, and 
the manner in which they treated ſome of the 
Inhabitants of Middlebourg in particular, 
ſpread Terror and Conſternation through- 
out all Zeeland, of which the French General 
boaſted he ſhould make but a Breakfaſt. Suc- 
cours were cried for on all Sides, Expreſſes 
were ſent to the Hague, to the General in 
Chief of the Allies, nay even into England; 
and Succours were ſent from all Quarters. 
His Bretannick Majeſty order d 3000 Men to 
be immediately embark'd, and to fail under 
Convoy of four Men of War to Fluſhing, with 
Orders to keep their Station in thoſe Seas for 
the Defence of the Coaſts: They were ſoon 
join'd by others from the Meuſe and Texel, 
and Troops were detach'd from Berg op- oom 
into South Beveland. Notwithſtanding the 
Speedineſs of theſe Succours, they could not 
free the Inhabitants from the panick Terror in- 
to which they were thrown : More immedi- 
ate Aſſiſtance was ſtill wanted, or rather more 
effectual. 


Tur melancholy Situation of Zeeland, ab- 
ſolutely unprovided of every thing,, made the 
Inhabitants recall to mind the Miſchiefs and 

the 
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the Exceſs of French Tyranny committed in 
Holland in 1672, where every thing was in 
'the ſame Situation, There were none whom 
this Idea made not tremble ; but it at the 
ſame Time made them remember the Remedy, 


= to which they at that Time had Recourſe, 


and they alſo remember'd the happy Effects 
of it. Some Burghers of Veere, who were 
upon Guard in the Night between the 24th 
and 3 of April, diſcourſing upon this Sub- 

e of them propos d to their Officers, 
Nether it would not be right to defire the 
Burgomaſter and Council of the Town to con- 
fider whether ia ſo critical Conjuncture it would 
be proper to call the Prince of Orange to the 
Aſſiſtance of the Province, by appointing him 
Statholder, Captain and Admiral General of 
Zeeland? The Officers took upon them to 
execute the Commiſſion, and how they ſuc- 
ceeded, the following Extract from the Re- 
ſolutions of the Maarten of that Town will 
inform us. | 


EX T RA 0 1 
o the Reſolutions of the Bur gomaſters and 
Governors of the City of V E 8 R. Tueſday 
_ The 25th of April” 1747. at five a Check 
in the Morning. 


HE Aſſembly being met in conſe- 
quence of an extraordinary Call, it was 
notified to the venerable Magiſtrates, by the 
Burgomaſter Huyſſen that ſeveral of the 
W Officers, and ſome Subalterns belong- 
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ing to the Burgher Company of the Orange 
Standard, who were upon Guard that Night, 
had' come once and again to his Houſe during 
the Night, and inform'd him that they ob- 
ſerved à great Agitation among the Inhabi- 
tants of the City, and that not only their own 
Company, but in general all the Inhabitants, 
earneſtly defired, tequeſted and demanded, that 
his | Serene Highneſs the Prince of Orange 
might be appointed to the Command of this 
Province, That thereupon, he had. judg'd it 
proper, to entreat the Burgomaſters actually in 
Office, as well as thoſe of the laſt Year, to 
meet at his Houſe at three in the Morning, in 
order to deliberate upon that which was beſt 
and moſt ſeaſonable in this preſent Conjunc- 
ture: That while they were conſulting to- 
gether, the Agitation ſtill encreaſed, inſomuch 
that ſeveral well- affected Burghers deſired, that 
the Burgomaſter Verelſt, and ſome of the 
other Magiſtrates might repair to the Market- 
Place, where the People were aſſembled, and 
endeavour if poſſible to put an End to the 
Tumult. That upon this Application, the 
Burgomaſters Flodrof and Verelſt haſten'd to 
the faid Market-Place, where they found the 
Company of the Orange Standard drawn up 
under Arms, and join'd by the Inhabitants in 
great Numbers. That after having a little 
calmed the Troop, and brought them to hear 
Reafon, the two Burgomaſters were made to 
underſtand, that all this Agitation, as well as 
the Wiſhes and Deſires of the Maltitude, had 
na other Tendency, than to entreat the vene- 
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rable Magiſtrates, and prevail with them as 

ſpeedily as poſſible, to come to a Reſolution ; 

in Virtue whereof, his Serene Highneſs the 

Prince of Orange ſhould be declared Statholder, 

Admiral and Captain General of this Province; 

as alſo, to employ fot this purpoſe, and in order 

to promote the ſaid Election, all the Importuni- 
ties and Efforts poſſible, both in the Aſſembly 

of the States of the Pravince, and every where 
elſe as it 'ſhould be found neceſſary ; proteſt- 
ing, that in this Caſe the whole Body of the 
Inhabitants were ready to do and execute 
punctually whatever the venerable Magiſtrates 
ſhould enjoin, and to ſacrifice under ſuch a 
Chief as the Prince of Orange, their Lives and 
Fortunes for the Service of their dear Couptry : 
That the Burgomaſters Fhadro, and Yerelff had 
promiſed to make a Report of all to the Ma- 
giſtrates and Senate, and to back with their 
Influence the Petition of the Inhabitants, ex- 
horting them in the mean Time to remain 
quiet, and return every Man to his own Home, 
and there wait the Reſolution of their Gover- 
nors. That for all theſe preſſing Reaſons, he, 
the Burgomaſter Huyſſen, thought himſelf 
bound immediately to aſſemble the Senate, in 
order to deliberate upon fo important a Poinf, 
and come to ſuch a Reſolution, as ſhould be 
found moſt for the Advantage of the Province 
in general, and of this City in particular. 


THr1s Repreſentation being weighed with 
all poſſible Attention, and as a Point of fo 
great Importance deſerv'd, the Magiſtrates de- 
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clared unanimouſly and with one Voice, that 


their Deſign and Intention was the fame with 
that of their fellow Citizens, whom they ſaw 
well-affefted to the Prince of Orange: That 
the preſent Juncture, and the prefſing Dangers 
of the Republick, but more particularly of 
this Province, would not any longer permit 
them to defer a Reſolution and Election ſo 
indiſpenſibly . neceſſary for the Preſervation 
and Safety of the State ; that they therefore 
unanimouſly agreed, to elect on the Part of 


this City, His ſerene Highneſs William-Charles- 
Henry Friſo, Prince of Orange and Naſſau, 


Sc. to be Statbolder, Admiral and Captain- 


General of this Province, with ſuch Power, 


Authority, Prerogatives and' Pre-eminences, as 
the Deputies of the Province ſhould ſettle with 
the ſaid Prince, and judge moſt conducive 
to the Good of the Republick, and particu- 
larly of this Province: Strictly enjoining their 
Deputies to the Aſſembly of the States of the 
Province, to inform the ſaid Aſſembly, 
this very Day, of theic preſent Reſolution, 
and cauſe the ſame to be inſerted in the Re- 
gifters of the Province, and to employ at the 
ſame Time all their Efforts, Sollicitation and 
Influence, to prevail with the other Deputies 
of the Province, to diſpoſe their ſeveral Cities 
to concur unanimouſly in raiſing the Prince 
of Grange to the aforeſaid Dignities of S7a7- 
holder, Admiral and Captain General, and to 
impart the ſame to the Prince by folemn De- 
putation, requeſting him likewiſe to repair as 
toon as poſſible into this Province, in order to 
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concert with the States, ſuch Meaſures as 


ſhall appear moſt proper and effeQtual to 
quiet the preſent Commotions, and promote 
the Welfare and Preſervation of the Republick. 


IT was farther decreed, to impart this Re- 
ſolution of theMagiſtrates to the Captains of the 
Burgher Company, who were accordingly in- 
troduced into the Senate for that purpoſe ; as 
alſo to the Citizens and Inhabitants actually 
aſſembled in great Numbers before the Town- 
Houſe : And this being done by the venerable 
Magiſtrates in a Body, and by the Mouth of 
the Burgomaſter Yere//#, cauſed an inexpreſſi- 
ble Joy, and the loudeit Acclamations among 
the Multitude, who with Tears in their Eyes, 
and a thouſand Expreſſions of Thankfulneſs, 


teſtified their Satisfaction. 


Tu fame Day, the like Propoſition was 
made in the Aſſembly of the States at Mid- 
leburgh, where it paſſed unanimouſly, meet- 
ing with no Oppoſition but from a few 
particular Perſons, who were not Members of 
the Aſſembly, nor ated as Deputies of the 
voting Cites. 


THe Rumour of this Event flew like Light- 
ning into Ho//and, As the People in general, 
earneſtly bent upon the Advancement of his 
Serene Highneſs, had long wiſh'd to behold 
ſuch a Revolution, without daring to hope for 
it, they eagerly laid hold of the preſent Oppor- 
tunity, On the 29th, the Burghers of Rofter- 
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dam repreſented to the Magiſtrates, that the 
Example of Zealand appear d to them worthy 
of Imitation; and that as in that Province the 
Plurality of Voices had been given to his Serene 
Highneſs in the general Aſſembly of the 
States, it was not fit that they ſhould appear the 
laſt in this Promotion, or accede with an ill 
Grace to a Choice ſo beneficial and neceſſa 
to the State; that it would be therefore ex- 
treamly grateful to them, to ſee the venerable 
Magiſtrates ſet the Example to the other Cities 
of Holland, in like manner as Yeere had done 
to thoſe of Zealand, The Magiſtrates waited 
not for a ſecond Application ; and as they were 
that Day aſſembled for the Choice of a new 
Magiſtracy, they began with declaring this 
Concurrence, as far as it depended upon them, to 
the Election of his Serene Highneſs the Prince 
of Orange and Naſſau, in Quality of Statholder, 
Admiral and Captain General of the Province 
of Holland and Weſt- Frieſſand. This Reſolu- 
tion was notified to the Citizens by the Ma- 
giſtrates in a Body, from the Steps of the Town- 
Houſe, amidſt the Acclamations of an infinite 
Number of People. Mean time the Orange- 
Flag was planted before the Town-Houſe, upon 
the Steeple of the great Church, and in ſeveral 
other Places; all the Bells were ſet a Ringing, 
.and the City Cannon fired three Rounds, as did 
almoſt all the Ships that were in the River, 
which were alſo adorned with Flags and Stream- 
ers. The Evening concluded with Illuminations 
and Fireworks, and the Air continually re- 
ſounded with Acclamations and Shouts of Joy. 
THE 


(89), 

Taz News of what had paſſed at Notter- 
dam was carried to Delft by ſome Watermen, 
who arrived there about one a Clock ' with 
Orange Cockades in their Hats. The whole 
Town was immediately in a Ferment, almoſt 
all the Inhabitants appeared with Orange Coc- 
kades, nor was any Voice to be heard but that 
of long live the Prince of Orange. This deter- 
mined the Magiſtrates, even before any Appli- 
cation from the People, to aſſemble extraordi- 
narily that Evening, and come to a Reſolution 
of Electing as far as depended upon them, his 
Serene Highneſs the Prince of Orange and Naſ- 
ſau, Stadtholder, Admiral and Captain General 
of Holland, and to notify the ſame to their De- 
putics to the Aſſembly of the Provincial States, 
that they might conform to that Reſolution. 


 NexT Day being the zoth, the ſame Thing 
paſſed at Dort, where his Serene Highneſs 
the Prince of Orange and Naſſau was pro- 
claimed on the Part of that City, Stadtholder, 
Captain and Admiral General of Hollands 
The Ceremony was performed by the Baillif 
from the Steps of the Town-houſe; and the 
Magiſtrates who aſſiſted at it began the Ac- 
clamations, in which they were immediately 
Joined by the Inhabitants. Theſe have con- 
tinued ever fince, and nothing is to be heard 
on all Sides but Shouts and Expreſſions of Joy. 
The Orange Flag appeared on all the ſeveral 
Churches as well as on the Town-houſe, the 
Bells have Rung without ceaſing, and a Fine 
of five Florins is impoſed on all who ſhall be 
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ſeen without Orange Cockades. The great Com- 
motions which were among the Inhabitants 
before this fortunate Event, and of which 
there was Reaſon to dread the Conſequences, 
are perfectly quieted, or rather have changed 
into Expreſſions of ſo much Satisfaction and 
Content, that we ſeem tranſported into ano- 
ther Climate, and in ſome Senſe a new 


People. 


Tur fame Day, the like Reſolution was 
alſo taken at Schoonboven, Schiedam, Edam, 
Purmerend, Monickendam, and Medenblick. 


Tux firſt of May, the Cities of Amar, 
Hoorn, Enckhuyſen, Briel, Gorcum, Tergau, 
Harlem, and Leyden, declared for the Prince 
of Orange, whoſe Election occaſioned the like 
Joy and Acclamations among the Inhabi- 
tants. | 


On the ſecond, about eleven in the Fore- 
noon, the Magiſtrates of Amſterdam preſenting 
themſelves in a Body at the Windows of the 
Town-houſe, publiſhed the following De- 
claration. 


© Tuk Burgomaſters and Magiſtrates of 
the City of Amſterdam, Notify by theſe 
© Preſents to the Burghers and Inhabitants, 
*« that they the ſaid Burgomaſters, &c. 
of this City, have thought proper, by a 
<* Reſolution taken this Day, with the una- 
* nimous Conſent of all the Members of the 

. | - 
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Senate, to authorize and. charge the De- 
*  puties of this City to the Aſſembly of the 
<< States of Holland and Weſt-friefland, to 
*© concur with the Deputies of the Nobility 
and other Voting Cities, to the Election 
« and Nomination of his Serene Highneſs 
&« Wilkam- Charles - Henry - Friſo, Prince of 
Orange and Naſſau, in Quality of Stadt bol- 
« der, Admiral, and Captain General of the 
* Province of Holland and Weſt-friefland. 
«© Done the Second of May, 1747.” 


<e 


As ſoon as this Declaration was Read, 
the Burgomaſter, Yan de Poll held out to a 

rodigious Crowd of People aſſembled in the 
Market, and who made the Air reſound with 
their repeated Acclamations, the Orange- 
flag, which, he diſplayed from one of the 
Windows of the Town-houſe, while the 
other Burgomaſters joined their Voices with 
thoſe of the Multitude, and made Signals of 
Joy by waving their Hats. About a quarter 
of an Hour after, the Burgomaſters walked 
out of the Town-houſe two by two, and re- 
turned on foot to their own Homes, They 
were accompanied by a great Number of the 
Inhabitants, where the continual Cry was, 
long live the Prince of Orange. Meantime the 
Crowd encreaſed every Moment from an Im- 
8 to ſee the Orange- flag, which the 

urgomaſters had given to one of the City 
Standard- bearers, to hold up to the Populace. 
It was alſo planted in ſeveral other Parts of 
the Town, The Rejoicings on this Occaſion 
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were the greateſt ever known in this Place. 
The Diſcharge of the Artillery, the Fire- 
works, and Illuminations, ſeemed as if they 
were never to ceaſe, All the Ships in the 
Harbour were adorned with Flags and 
Streamers, and nothing was to be ſeen but 
Cockades, Sword-knots, and Ribbons of an 
Orange Colour. It was even abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for all who 5 in the Streets, 

this Kind; and ſe- 


the preſent Humour of the Multitude, were 
wounded or thrown into the Canals. Such 
was the Unanimity and Tranquillity, where- 
with the Election of the Prince Stadtholder 
was carried on, in all the Cities of Holland. 


No Diſturbance, no Complaints or Murmurs 
were heard; the Prudence of the Magiſtrates, 
who perfectly well knew the Sentiments of 


the Burghers and Citizens on this Head, de- 
termining them to prevent all by a ſeaſonable 
Compliance. This Obſervation we make for 
the Sake of Poſterity, to whom we recom- 
mand this admirable Example of the Har- 
mony that appeared between Magiſtrates and 


Citizens in an Affair of the greateſt Impor- 


tance, and of the Moderation that appeared 
in all the Orders of the State, very different 


from thoſe Exceſſes, of which our Fathers 


left us ſo fatal a Precedent in the Vear 1672. 
For here every Thing was tranſacted with 


the gteateſt Order and Regularity, to the 
Satisfaction of the High as well as the Low, 


the full Content of our Allies, and the Con- 
fuſion 
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fuſion of the Enemies of the Comma 


In fine, we enter into this Detail, to expoſe 


the Falſhood of thoſe Accounts which have 
been ſent into foreign Countries, and eſpeci- 
ally to Paris; that the People, obſtinate and 
headſtrong, had compelled the ee in 
ſeveral Cities to this Election. 


Pass we now to the Hague, where on ſuch 
Occaſions the People are generally more im- 
petuous than in other Places. On the twenty- 
ſeventh, when the News arrived of what had 

fled at Ter-veere, and of the Election of 

is Serene Highneſs the Prince of Orange in 
Quality of Stadtholder of the Province, it 
ſoon appeared, by ſeveral publick Demonſtra- 
tions of Joy, how acceptable thefe Accounts- 
were to the Multitude. Their Joy was vi- 
ſibly encreaſed on the twenty eighth, when 
they underſtood that the _— Cities of the 
Province had followed the Example ef Ter- 
veere. The Diſpofitions of the People and 


other Inhabitants was clearly ſeen in their 


Eagerneſs to appear every one with Cockades, 
Knots, or Ribbons of an Orange Colour. To 
theſe exterior Marks were joined the moſt 
ardent Prayers for the Accompliſhment of 
what ſo univerſally engaged the Deſires of 
the Publick. Such were the Sentiments that 
warmed every Breaſt here, when on the 
twenty ninth about Noon, four Deputies ar- 
rived from Rotterdam with an Account, that 
the Magiſtrates in Compliance with the ear- 
neſt Solicitations of the Burghers and Inhabi- 

"> tants, 
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tants had that Morning Elected and Declared 


the prince of Orange, Stadtholder, Admiral 


and Captain General of the Province of Hol- 
land; an Election that had been accompanied 
with the greateſt Demonſtrations of Joy, the 
Orange Flag being immediately ſet up before 
the Town-houſe, as well as on the Steeple of 
the great Church, and in ſeveral other Places. 
As the Noiſe of the Cannon of the City of 
Rotterdam had been heard at the Hague a 
few Hours before, the Public was in ſome 
meaſure prepared for this News. The People 
in their Tranſport flocked together on all 
Sides, and aſſembled in the Square that fronts 
the Palace, and in the ſeveral Streets leading 

to it. The Acclamations and Shouts of the 
Multitude ſoon reached the Ears of the States 
of Holland and Weſt-friefland, who were then 
fitting. The Count De Bentick, one' of the 
Deputies of the Nobility of that Province, and 
whoſe Zeal and Virtues render him dear to 
the People, left the Aſſembly, to enquire 
ioto the Demands of the Multitude. Upon 
the univerſal Cry which aroſe, that they 


wanted a Stadtholder, that Lord exhorted 


them to calm their preſent Tranſport, and 
to reſt aſſured, that ſuch Meaſures ſhould be 
taken as the publick Exigence might require. 
The Baron of Waſſenaer, Grand-Baillif of the 
Hague, quitted alſo the Aſſembly, and came 
to the Town-houſe, where the Magiſtrates 
were employed in deliberating upon Means 
to prevent any ill Conſequences from theſe 
Commotions. The Market-place, and the 

| great 


Ws 6, 
great Street before the Town-houſe, were in 
like Manner filled with Multitudes of People, 
who flocked thither in Crowds. The Baron 
of Waſſenaer addreſſed the Citizens in a Diſ- 
courſe tending alſo to quiet their Minds, by 
aſſuring them, that in two or three Days at 
moſt, the States of the Province would come 
to ſuch a Reſolution as all good Patriots 
ſhould have Reaſon to be ſatisfied with, but 
that in the mean Time this Delay was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, that the Deputies might re- 
ceive Orders from their reſpective Cities. 
Altho' theſe Aſſurances, as well as the Per- 
ſuaſions of the Count De Bentick, had a con- 
ſiderable Effect, it was nevertheleſs neceſſary 
by ſome farther Mark of Compliance, to ſa- 
tisfy the People of their Sincerity, Accord- 
ingly the Orange Flag was immediately ſet 
up before the Town-houſe, and a Moment 
1 after another was ſeen diſplayed from one of 
the Windows of the Palace. It is impoſſible 
for any one who was not an Eye Witneſs 
of theſe Tranſactions, to form a juſt Idea of 
the ſudden Change that diſcovered ' itſelf 


8 p 
2 — = — D — . - — r 1 : „ — Js , , . 
” * N 3 - o _ = >, * — = 
- > : — — 8 — : £23 - 5 — 2 — 2 < oe * _ — 5 . 
— — — — — . = — — 2 32 . Cy * n — ͤ — 2 
bY _— 25 * 35 * 3 * — — — po - — — . — * — _ 20S I gn P. — * X — — — — —— TE — — ov 
* N — - - 82 28 gw * 2 e 5 — E. * r 5 P : 3 F 8 I 
. ating I — — bo : — — - 8 — 4 * — - ” „ ba: r 3 * 
— — 8 2 2 4 - "Fx — — 7 ow - 2 3 — < — . — 4 - — - -- —— 
- — 1 + 7 4 - 4 a l — * 3 7 * - : . = RE l Fm 
4 4 - 2 — - 49 — * — 
2 


— 34 
— ret I 


N 


among the Inhabitants. Inſtead of that Tu- f 
mult and Agitation, from which there was [l j 
ſo much Reaſon to apprehend the moſt dread- 1 
ful Conſequence, nothing appeared but a Joy 14 
the moſt pure and ſerene, and which ma Wh 
be fitly compared to the Satisfaction ariſing 1 
from the Poſſeſſion of a Good we have ear- 1 
neſtly longed after. Theſe Sentiments ap- il 
peared by a thouſand Expreſſions of Joy, a 16 
thouſand Acclamations, and other viſible 1 
, Tokens 1 
1 
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( 42) 
Tokens of Contentment. In the Evening 
there were Illuminations and Fireworks: The 
ſame Day, the Deputies of the Nobility of the 
Province came to a Reſolution conformable to 
that of the Eighteen voting Cities, and Care was 
taken to make the ſame known to the Inha- 
bitants. | 


FINALLY, on the third Day, being that ap- 
pointed for the Election and ſolemn Proclamation 
of a Statholder of this Province, the Ceremony 
was performed with the utmoſt Grandeur and 
Dignity ; of which the following are ſome of the 
Circumſtances, At three o'Clock in the Morn- 
ing of this happy and ever-memorable Day, 
all the Cavalry and Infantry in Garriſon at 
the Hague were under Arms, and three De- 
tachments from the Burghers Companies, viz. 
from thoſe of the Orange, the Blue, and the 
White, did the like, and occupied the three En- 
trances or Gates of the Palace, which more- 
over were ſhut, and ſtrongly barricaded : 
Beſides theſe, a ſtrong Body of Horſe and 
Foot were alſo plac'd at each Entrance ; alſo 
a Meſſenger of State, with Orders to ſuffer 
none to paſs, except the Members of the 
Government, and ſuch Officers whoſe Buſineſs 
neceſſarily required them at Court. At eight 
o'Clock the Orange Standard was diſplay' d on 
the Steeple of the great Church ; and before 
nine, all the Members who compoſe the Aſſem- 
bly of the States of this Province, were at the 
Palace, to perform the Ceremony of electing 
his Serene Highneſs the Prince of Orange and 


Naſau ; 


(43) 
Naſſau ; which was perform'd at ten o'Clock, 
and during which the Trumpeters of the Coun- 
cil of State, in Scarlet Habits richly Embroi- 
dered with Gold, ſounded: the favorite Air of 
the Nation, from one of the Windows of the 
Palace, which looked upon the Buztenbof ; 
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and were anſwer d at proper Intervals, by the 1 

Trumpets of the Regiment of Cavalry, greateſt bi 

Part of which was drawn up on the Buithen- 7 

550%, facing that Window; while the reſt of i 

them were parading in the uſual Place, before 9 

the old Doeſe, Such of the Infantry alſo, 1 

who were not employ'd in the ſeveral Poſts A 

-which had been aflign'd them, were under 1 | 
Arms upon the Pleyn. About half an Hour 1 


paſt Ten, our Lords the States appeared at the "ih 
indows which look d upon the Buztenhof, il 
and the Baron de Waſſenaer, Signior de Do- {Nh 


veren, Member of the Body of Nobility of 
F this Province, and one of their Deputies to the "af 
Aſſembly of their Noble and Great Mightineſſes, 
appeared at that Window directly over the N 


Gate. Silence being commanded, this Lord 
made a ſhort Speech to the Spectators, who 
were aſſembled in great Numbers upon the 
Bui ten f: Then Mr. Buys, Secretary to 
their Noble and Great Mightineſſes, read aloud 
what follows. 


HE States of Holland and Weſt Friſeland, 
to all whom theſe Preſents ſhall come, 
Greeting: Know ye, that in Conſideration of the 
critical Situation of Affairs, and by the divine 
Bleſſing, to facilitate the Means for the States 
h of 
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We). 

of theſe Provinces to extricate themſelves out 
of their preſent dangerous and perplexed Situ- 
ation, we have this Day, with the unanimous 
Conſent of all the Members who compoſe the 
Aſſembly, elected and appointed His Serene 
Hizhneſs WIILLIAMd- CHARLES HENRY 
FR ISO, Prince of ORANGE and NAss Au, 
fo be STAT HOL DER, CAPTAIN- GENERAL. 
and ADMIRAL of the Forces by SEA and 
LAND of this Province: Ordering our princi- 
pal Secretary to proclaim the ſame to the Peo- 
ple: from one of the Windows of our Court 

ere at the Hague; and to the Magiſtrates of 
the Hague, to do the ſame upon the Steps of 
the 'Town- Hall. Done at the Hague, the 
third of May, 1747- By Order of the faid 
Lords 1 States. e underneath, 


Wy LLTAM Buys. 


As ſoon as this was fead; the Spectators 
gave'the loudeſt Acclamations of Joy, and for 
ſome time nothing was heard but the Words 
Orange for ever ] and Huzza! During this 
the Trumpets were founded as before, and the 
Standard of Orange was diſplay'd from the ſame 
Window over the Gate, and the Perſon who 
Held it, being chief Uſher to their Noble and 
Great Mightineſſes, waved it about ſeve- 
ral Times; after which it was fixed to the 
Window. The above Reſolution having been 
ſent to the Magiſtrates, the Bell of the Hotel de 
Ville, or Town-hall, was rung, to give No- 
tice of it to the People, who accordingly afſem- 
bled in great Numbers: Then Mr, Pieterſon, 


Burgo- 


AY. 


Burgomaſter Preſident got upon the Steps, 


with the Secretary Ten Hove, who there made 


the ſame Publication, while the other Magi- 


ſtrates appear'd at the Windows with Orange 
Cockades. The reading of it was interrupted 
two or three times by the impatient Joy of the 
People, which burſt forth in repeated Accla- 
mations ; but being at laſt ended, the Standard 
of Orange was furled before the Town- Hall, 
and then ſet up there. Drums were plac'd 
in the Gallery at the top of the Tower of this 
Hall, to animate and ſecond by their Sound, 
the Acclamations of the Multitude; and the 


Trumpets of the Council of State came ſoon 


after and placed themſelves upon the Steps, 


where they play'd the ſame Tune as at the 


Palace, and the People anſwer'd it by ceaſleſs 
Acclamations. In the Afternoon, the Court 


of Juſtice publiſh'd an Order for the Members 


and Officers of this Tribunal, to illuminate. 


their Houſes, on occaſion of this joyous Event: 
Yet it was not them -alone who did this, for 
all the Burghers and Inhabitants of the Hague, 


not being able to ſet Bounds to their Joy, and 


even envying others the Glory of diſtinguiſhing 


themſelves in this refpe&, would not loſe fo 
fair an Opportunity, but without Exception 


inſtantly illuminated their Houſes. From 


the few Hours the People had for this, we 


may judge of their Zeal in it; for this Even- 
ing preſented the fineſt Sight imaginable. En- 


tire Streets and Squares, in ſhort, the whole 


Town appear'd as in a Flame, and one might 
fee as diſtinctly as by Day-light, Various 


Kinds 
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kinds of Fireworks were alſo play d off, and 


the Whole concluded without any Diforder 
or Accident. The Portugueze Fews allo great- 
ly Diſtinguiſhed themſelves, both by their 
Rejoicings and their Ceremonies and Prayers in 
their Synagogues: At two in the Afternoon 
they went to their Synagogue in Proceſſion, 
bearing Orange Cockades, and enter d by the 


great middle Door, which is open'd but once 
a Year: They alſo opend and expoſed to 


view the Preſs, where they keep the Books of 
Moſes, which were richly Ornamented. They 
began and ended their Prayers by finging of 
the Pſalms 117, 75, 144 and 67. After the 


States General, and the States of this Province, 


they mention'd the Prince Statholder by Name, 
the whole Aſſembly reſpectfully ſtanding. At 
eight in the Evening their Synagogue was finely 
Illuminated, and Prayers were perform'd almoſt. 


with the ſame Ceremonies as before. Their 


Houſes alſo were illuminated, and ſome of the 
Chief among them play'd off ſome Fireworks. 


Even the Villages adjacent were not behind in 


their Expreſſions of Joy on this occaſion. The 
Inhabitants of that of Scheveninge, in particular, 
Illuminated all their Houſes the ſame Evening, 
and ſuſpended fix great Lanterns round the Stee- 
ple of their Church, rung the Bells from nine 
till ten o'Clock, fired Guns, and made various 
Crowns and triumphal Arches ; and the Youth 
diverted themſelves by dancing in the Streets. 
Advice of this Election having been ſent 
to the ſeveral Towns of the Province, the 
Stadtholder was proclaimed in them on dif- 


ferent 


3 
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ferent Days, with the aſual Ceremonies * 


and this was univerſally followed, even in 
the Villages, with Illuminations and all the 
publick Demonſtrations of Joy that could be 


' imagined, In fine, the celebrated Medaliſt 


Van Swinderen, to contribute to the immor- 
talizing this great Event, ſtruck a beautiful 
Medal, on the firſt Face of which was the 
Buſt of His Serene Highneſs, and round it, 
Wilh. Car. Henr. Friſo. Princ. Vaſſ. & Aur. On 
the Reverſe was a Lion, holding in his Right 
Paw a drawn Sabre ready to Strike, and ſup- 
porting with his Left an Altar, upon which 
were repreſented the precious Pledges of our 
Liberty and Religion, encompaſſed by Orange 
Branches, and inlighten'd by a Riſing Sun, 
with theſe Words, from the ſeventh Chap. 
and twentieth Verſe of udge:: To 


Gladius Domini & Gigeonis, 


Round the Altar alſo were engraved the 
Motto of the Order of the Garter, 


Hony ſoit qui mal y penſe; 
and on the Exergue, 
Hollandiæ Proclam. Gubern, 3. Maij 1747. 


Tas ſame Day being the Third, the States 


of the Province of Utrecht aſſembled, and 


after having deliberated upon the Situation of 
the Affairs of their Country, and the Mea- 
ſures which the preſent Conjuncture render'd' 
neceſlary, a Reſolution was taken with the 
unanimous Conſent of all the three Orders of 
the Province, compoſed of the Deputres of op 

Ve 
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(48) 
five Chapters, thoſe of the Nobility, and of 
the Magiſtrates and Senate of that City, to 
ele& and recognize his Serene Highneſs. Wit. 
liam-Charles-Henry Friſo, Prince of Orange 
and Naſſau, &c, &c, &c. in Quality of 
Stadtholder, Admiral and Captain General of 
the Province of Utrecht, The Baron de Mi- 
lan-Viconts Lord of Hinderſtein, and Secretary 
of the Province, accompanied by ſeveral of 
Deputies, mounted the Steps of the Hotel 
de L. N. P. to notify this Reſolution to the 
People, who had aſſembled early in the 
Morning in St. John's Square, in great Num- 
bers. The Orange Flag was in the mean 
time ſet up over the Gate of the Hall, where 
the Deputies were aſſembled. Another was 
planted before the Town-houſe, where one 
of the Secretaries of the Senate declared allo 
to the People, on the Part of the Magiſtrates, 
the Reſolution that had been taken. A third 
Flag appeared on the Top of the Steeple of 
the great Church, called the Church du Dime. 
All the Bells of the City were ſet a Ringing 
on this Occaſion. The People made the Air 
reſound with Acclamations, and the Cry of 
log live the Prince of Orange, our Stadtholder. 
"Theſe Acclamations were accompanied with 
other publick Demonſtrations of Joy ; as the 
repeated Diſcharge of the Artillery in all 
the ſeveral Quarters of the City, Porticoes, 
Triumphal Arches, Crowns and Garlands, 
with which the Streets were every where 
adorned, Trumpets and other Inſtruments. 
of Muſick reſounding in all Parts, 


THE 


( 45) 


Tat Rejoicings continued with inexpreſſible N 


Ardour all over the City, and not a Soul ap- 
peared in the Streets without an Orange 


_ Cockade. 


Tux States of the Province of Overyſſel, fol- 


lowing 


the Example of thoſe of Zealand, 


Holland, and Utrecht, tent Orders to their 


Deputies to the Afſembly of the States General, 


to concur in their Name to the Election of a 
Stadtholder. Accordingly on the fourth of 


this Month, their High Mightineſſes unani- 


mouſly choſe his Serene Highneſs, William-' 


Gharles- Henry- Friſo, Prince of Orange and 
Naſſau, &c. Captain and Admiral General 
of the Armies by Sea and Land of the Re- 
publick of the united Provinces Their High 
Mightineſſes nominated at the ſame Time 
the Count de c for the Province of 
Gueldres, the Count de Bentincłk, Lord of 
Rhoon for Holland, Mr. Buteux for Zealand, 
Mr. ' 4 Uttenhoven of Bottenſtein for Utrecht, 
Mr. G. van Haren for Frieſland, Mr. Ch. 
Bentinck for Overyſſel, and Mr. Taminga of 
Maeſberg tor Groningen, their Deputies, to 
compliment his Serene Highneſs upon his 
Election to the Dignity of Stadtbolder of the 
Republick, and to carry to him in a Gold-box 
finely Chaſed, the Diploma of his unanimous 
Election. | 


Taz Deputies appointed by the States of 
the Province of Zealand, to I to Leuwarden, 
and: notify to his Serene Highneſs the ha 
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| (50) 
of Orange, his Election to the 8 tadtholderſhiþ 


of that Province, and their earneſt Dear 


that he would come to their Relief, were 


received with great Marks of Diſtin&tioat 
Leuwarden ; whence his Serene Highneſs, ac- 
companied with the Princeſs Royal his Spouſe, 
and the Princeſs Caroline his Daughter, ſet 
out the ninth, They arrived at Amſterdam 
the eleventh about Noon, and ſaw with Aſto- 
niſhment the unuſual Demonſtrations of Joy 
among all the Inhabitants of that great City, 
who in the Evening illuminated all their Houſes 
with the utmoſt'Elegance of Taſte. The Bells 
were ſet a Ringing, the City-guns Fired, thirty 
Companies of Burghers remained under Arms 
all Night; and ſo great were the Rejoicings, 
that no one remembred to have ſcen the like, 
not even. in the Vear 17 13. 


Wr cannot paſs over in Silence one very 
remarkable Circumſtance, which attended 
the Nomination of his Serene Highneſs to the 
Stadtholderſbip of Zealand. At the very Time 
that they were employed at Middelburg, in 
the Aſſembly of the States of that Province, 
in deliberating upon this important Affair; 
his Serene Highneſs, informed by the publick 
Accounts, as well as by private Letters from 
the Hague, of the Irruption of the French 
into the Province of Cadzandt, and: of the 
Conſternation that had ſpread itſelf over all 
Zealand, by reaſon of the Neighbourhood of 
theſe Troops, among whom no Regard. was 
paid to the . of military Diſcipline, 


VWrote 


(8) 
wrote the following Letter to their noble 
Mightineſſes. 


Noble and. Mighty Lords, 


N the preſent critical Situation of the 
ublick in general, and of the Pro- 

vince — Zealand in particular, by the hoſtile 
Irruption of the French into that Part of 
Flanders which belongs to the Republick, 
and borders immediately upon Zealand, I 
thought it my indiſpenſible Duty to offer 
to your noble Mightineſſes, whoſe Vaſſal I 
have the Honour to be, my Perſon and Ser- 
vices, to be employed i in the Defence of the 
Province of Zealand, in ſuch Manner as your 
noble Mightineſſes ſhall judge moſt condu- 
cive to the real Intereſt of the Province, and 
the Security of its Inhabitants. (I es 


| Ip your noble Mightinefſes ſhall be pleaſed 
to accept of theſe Offers, I hereby declare 
myſelf ready to hazard with Joy, and with 
the fame Zeal and Ardour as was always 
conſpicuous .in. my - Anceſtors, my Life and 
Fortune for the publick Weal, for the Pre- 
ſervation of the -Province of Zealand in par- 
ticular, as well as for the Defence and Main- 
tenance of thoſe valuable Pledges of our Re- 
ligion and Liberty, which are at preſent in 
ſuch imminent Danger. 


I am ready upon the firſt Summons, Letter, 
or Order, "on your noble Mightineſſes, to 
2 repair 
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( 52) 
repair to whatever Place of the Province of 
Zealand you ſhall judge proper, in order to 
contribute at my own Expence, without any 


Charge upon the Province in this critical 


Juncture, all that ſhall be in my Power for 
the common Defence of whatever is moſt 
Dear and Valuable ; and to confront, in Con- 
junction with your noble Mightineſles, and 
= reſt of the ſnhabitants of the Province of 
Zealand, all the Dangers and Hardſhips 
which the divine Providence ſhall think meet 


to expoſe us to, in the behalf of the ſaid 
Province. 


1 find myſelf the more capable at preſent 
of making — theſe Offers, as the three 
Provinces, and the County of Drenthe, of 
which I have the Honour to be Governour, 
are not expoſed to any immediate Danger. 


PRAYING the Almighty to preſerve the 
Province under the Care of your noble Migh- 
tineſſes, from all the Calamities and Dangers 


that threaten it, I am with perfect Eſteem, 
and the moſt ſincere Attachment, 


Noble and Mighty Lords, 
Your moſt Obedient and faithſul 
Servant, ( Signed) | 


W. C. H. F. Prince of Orange and Naſſau. 


At Leuwarden, April 25, 1747- 


FoLLows 
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 Forrows the Letter which his Serene 
Highneſs wrote to the ſame States, in anſwer 
to that which they ſent him by Expreſs to 
inform him .of his Election. 


Noble and Mighty Lords, 


Received this Morning by the Hands ef 

a Meſſenger, diſpatched expreſs by your 
noble Mightineſſes, your Reſolution and Letter 
of the twenty eighth of April, in which you 
are pleaſed to acquaint me, that it had been 
determined in an Aſſembly of your noble 
A with the unanimous Conſent of 
all the Members, to make Choice of and 
conſtitute me Stadtbolder, Captain and Ad- 
mira General of the Province of Zealand, 


Tko' I am well aware of the Dangers and 
Difficulties attending fuch a Station in the 
preſent Critical Situation of Affairs, and of 
the Werghtineſs of the Charge itſelf ; yet 
my Zeal for the Republick, the Love I bear 
my Country, the Blood that runs in my Veins, 
and the Name of Orange which I inherit, 
ſuffer me not to decline this unanimous Choice 
of your noble Mightineſſes. 


I accept therefore thoſe important Charges 
with a Heart full of Acknowledgment for 
this Mark of the Confidence you are pleaſed 
to repoſe in me, firmly hoping and believing, 
that it will pleaſe the Almighty, to whoſe 
Providence I am indebted for my preſent 

3 Ad- 
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vancement, to grant me that Vigour of Body 
and Mind, as 


all enable me, aided by the 
wiſe Councils of your be Mig brin- es, and 
the hearty Zeal of the well-difpoſed in the 
Province of Zealand, to become an Inſtru- 
ment of reeſtabliſhing the publick Tranquil- 
lity, averting the Evils where with the State 


is threatned, and ſecuring for ever to the 
"united Provinces the Poſſeſſion of thoſe inva- 
luable Privileges, Religion and Liberty. 


Wu x the Deputies from your nbble Migh- 
tineſſes atrive, I ſhall immediately concert 
with them about my Journey in your Pro- 
vince, that J may as ſoon as poſſible concur 
with your noble Mightineſſes in the Delibera- 
tion and Execution of ſuch Meaſures, as ſhall 
be found moſt for the Advantage of the State, 


and particularly of the Province of Zealand. 


' T return you my Thanks for your kind 


Expreſſions of Congratulation, and am wich 


inviolable Attachment, 


Neble and M gley 2 Bou 
Your moſt Obedient and faithful . 


(Signed) 
. C. H. F. Price of Orange 
and Naſſau, 


Lewarden, May 1ſt, 1747. 
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Tur Twelfth, their Serene Highneſſes, 
ihe after receiving the Evening before, on 
Board their Yacht, the Compliments of the 
Burgomaſters, and other Corporations of the 
City of Amſterdam, as likewiſe of the Mi- 
av of the Goſpel, the Doctors of the 

h Synagogues, and ſeveral private = 
Tonk, had reſted at the Houſe of Mr. Feve 
a Merchant of Amſterdam ) took Coach for 
the Hague, paſſing thro' a Lane formed by 
thirt y Companies of the Burghers, who were 
diſpoſed in two Ranks Frome the Heeregraft 
to the Gate of Harlem, and were each headed 
by their Captains, Lieutenants, and Enſigne. 
The two Colonels on "Horſeback, and with 
their Swords drawn, rode by the Side of the 
-Coach. About eleven 4 Clock their Serene 
Highneſſes came to Harlem, where the Ma- 
giſtrates had aſſembled at the Burgomaſter 
Van Hugen s. by whoſe Houſe the Prince 
muſt paſs. As Aon as the Coach arrived, 
the Burgomaſters requeſted him to alight, 
and Mr. De Wit Grund- Baillif, addreſſed to 


him the following Speech, in the Name of 
Ow Rake. YN 


2d s TR, 1 00 


Ti is - Wi che e Veneridiow and Re- 
ſpect, that I now take the Liberty of ap- 
eld Four Serene Highneſs, to Compli- 
ment yen upon your Arrival in this City. 
My Office, as Grand-Baillif, entitles me to 
* Honour and. Happineſs of congratulating 


1 you 


7 
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you in the Name of the Magiſtrates and 
Burghers, and expreſſing our joint Satis faction 
at your Advancement to the Dignity of Stadt- 
holder, Admiral, and Captain General of all 
the Forces by Sea and Land of this Province, 
This grateful News had no ſooner reached us, 
than all the People, of whateyer State or 


Condition, vied with one another in their 


Expreſſions and Teſtimonies of Joy. The 
Election of your Serene Highneſs falls out in- 
deed at a Time, when one of the neighbouring 
Provinces is already invaded by the Enemy, 
and when we too have reaſon to dread, in 
our turn, the like Misfortune. But your Se- 
rene Highneſs s Anceſtors have often, with 


the Aſſiſtance of the Almighty, ſaved the 


Republick from the great Dangers and Cala- 
mities wherewith it hath been threatned. 
*Tis for this Reaſon that, under God, our 
preſent Hopes are fixed wholly on you, who 
being ſprung fromthat illuſtrious Blood, are the 


laſt Reſource of your Country amidſt all the 


Misfortunes that threaten it, and will I doubt 
not firmly ſecure to us the valuable Privileges 
of our Religion and Liberty. It is our earneſt 
and conſtant Prayer to the Almighty, that 
out of his infinite Goodneſs he would be 
pleaſed to render the firſt Beginnings of your 
Government proſperous, and multiply his 


Bleſſings upon you through the whole Courſe 


of it. May the diyine Providence direct all 
your Steps and Councils, and ſerve. you in- 


ſtead of a Shield and Buckler againſt all the 
Enemies of * State. May Jehovab, our God, 


pour 


657 
pour out abundantly and with a liberal Hand, 
his choiceſt Bleſſings both ſpiritual and tem- 
poral upon the Perſon of your Serene High- 
neſs, upon her Royal Highneſs your Spouſe, 
and upon the young Princeſs. May he 
greatly lengthen your Days, and raiſe out of 
the Houſe of your Serene Highneſs a young 
Prince, to walk in the Steps of his Father 
and of his renowned Anceſtors, that this Re- 
publick may never be without a Hero of the 
Family of Orange, to watch over it's Preſer- 
vation and Proſperity. I humbly recommend 
to the Protection and Favour of your Serene 
Highneſs, our City, our Magiſtrates, our 
Burghers, and myſelf in particular; and as 
you ſeem determined to continue your Jour- 
ney, may Succeſs and Proſperity attend you 
where: ever you go. | | 


THE Prince returned a moſt , gracious 
Anſwer, and being reconducted by the Ma- 
giſtrates to his Coach, the Grand-Baillif ad- 
dreſſed alſo. a ſhort Speech to her Royal 
Highneſs the Princeſs, who had alighted, and 
was in like manner anſwered very graciouſly. 
After this they proceeded on their Journey, 
the Inhabitants following them a great Way 
out of the City, and the Cannon firing all 
the while on that Side. At the ſame Time 
the Bells were ſet a Ringing, and the Air 
reſounded with the Acclamations of Jong live 


the Prince and Princeſs of Orange, 


i 
» f 
j 4 

1 

1 

te 
4 
wy 
U 

9 

7 

17 
— 

1 

« 
* 

ST 

. 
* 

q 
4. 
4 
* 

LO 
1 
1 
* 
FER 


"I ; 
7 
19 
1 
qi 
4: 
ll: 
10 
I 

. 
i! 

4 

14 

Bi 
190 
i: X38 

#1 
1. 
bi % 
1 
ll \ 
100 1 
1 
1 ; f 
j 

nw 
4 3 
f! 
F141 * 
i ! 
4 
8 
4 

i 4 


THEIR 


od ith th. at — ck2-4 


—_ 


— an ery 


: * + * " m_ 
— oe oc, Bu oY NED OE 


»- =” 


(C9) 

THe1R Serene Highneſſes arrived in the 
Evening at the Hague, amidſt the continued 
Acclamations of almoſt one half of the In- 
habitants, who had come a great Way out to 
meet them. The ſame Night the Prince re- 
ceived the Compliments of the States of the 
Province. by a Deputation ſent for that pur- 
poſe. Next Day his Serene Highneſs having 
notified his Arrival to the ſeveral Colleges, 
the Deputies of the States repaired about ten 
a Clock in great Pomp to the Palace, to com- 
pliment the Prince upon his Election to the 
Stadtholuerſbip of that Province. After them, 
the Deputies of the States General, having 
the Count De Randwyck at their Head, went 
to preſent him, in a golden Box properly 
ornamented, with the Decree by which he 
was conſtituted Admiral and Captain General 
of the whole Republick. The Prince after- 
wards received ſucceſſively the Compliments 
of the Deputies of the Provinee of. Zealand, 
who were then at the Hague, thoſe of the 
Committee of Council, of the Council of 
State, the Deputies of the Chamber of Ac- 
counts, of the Courts of juſtice, and of the 


Magiſtrates of the Hague. His Serene High- 
meſs, accompanied with ſome Gentlemen f 


of his Court, received them all upon the Steps 


of the Palace, and there ſtood every Time, 


till all the Deputies had alighted from their 
Coaches; they afterwards entered one by 
one, the Prince following the laſt, and hav- 
ing acquitted themſelves of their Commiſſion, 

were 


- 
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were toconductell in the ſame Order, his 
Serene Highneſs continuing upon the Steps, 
till they were all got into their Coaches. 
Every time the Prince appeared at the Gate, 
the Guards brfore the Palace ſtood with reſted 
Firelocks, and the Drums beat a March. The 
foreign Minifters, the Nobility, and the other 
Perſons of © Diſtinction at the Hague, walted 
in like Manner upon his Highneſs, and the 
Whole Day was ſpent in Compliments and 
Tongratulations, 


ur Fifteenth being t. the Day pelle fit 
this lolemn Inſtalment of the Prince Star- 
Holder, all the Horſe and Foot of the Gatriſon 
were very eafly under Arms, and "ſeveral De- 
tachments were ſent to take Poſſeſſion of the 
Avenues to the Palace, who nevertheleſs ſuf- 
fered all ſuch to paſs as appeared well dreffed. 
At nine a Clock, the Deputies of the States 
of Hollund and Weſtfriefland, (who were 
Mr. Variderduyn, Sieur De Gravemoer, on the 
Part of the Nobility, the Burgomaſter Ge- 
vaerts for Dort, the Burgomaſter Vanden 
*Broek for Harlem, the Burgomaſter Geelvinck, 
Sieur De Caſtricum for Amſterdam, the Bur- 
gomaſter Vryburg, and the Grand Penſionary 
Giles for Alkmar) preceded and accompanied 
to their Coaches by the Meſſengers of State, 
came in Proceſſion to the Palace of the Prince 
of Orange. Mr. Vanderduyn was alone in a 
Coach drawn by ſix Horſes, and the other De- 
puties each i in a Coach and four. | * hey were 
re- 
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660) 
received upon the Steps of the Palace by 
his Serene Highneſs the Prince of Orange, 
and conducted into the Hall of Audience. 
Soon after the Prince of Orange went into 
the ſame Coach with Mr. Yanderduyn, and 
followed by the Deputieseach in his own Coach, 
while that of the Prince, with three other 
State- Coaches all empty, joined the Proceſſion, 
the whole Train turned off by the Wyverberg, 
and entered the Court through the Gate of the 
Stadtholder. Being introduced into the Aſ- 
ſembly of their Great and Noble Mightineſles, 
the: Inſtallation was performed with the uſual 
Ceremonies. This done, the Prince, accom- 


panied by the fame DR walked on Foot 


to the great Hall, paſſing thro' a Lane of 
Soldiers, who were drawn up in Ranks on each 
Side with their Bayonets fixed, and thence 
went into the Court of Juſtice of Holland, 
Zealand, and Weſftfriefland, The Deputies 
returned afterwards to the Aſſembly of the 
States, and his Serene Highneſs repairing with 
the Commiſſaries of the Court, to the Hall 
where publick Cauſes are heard, there took 
his Seat, and the Advocates Schopman, Van 
Hees, and De Ville, pleaded a Cauſe before 
him, which was decided immediately. The 
Prince then returned to his Palace, accom- 
panied by the Preſident and the Counſellors 


of the Court of Juſtice, all in Coaches. They 


all went into the Palace, and were afterwards 
reconducted by the Prince of Orange. As ſoon 
as they were gone, the Counts of Rantwyck 
and Bentink, Deputies to the Aſſembly of the 

States 
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States General, the firſt for the Province of 
Gueldres, the other for Ho/land, came to wait 
upon the Prince in a Coach and fix, to car 
him to the Aſſembly of their High Mighti- 
neſſes. They were likewiſe received upon the 
Steps of the Palace, but as it was now two 
in the Afternoon, did not think fit to enter. 
The Prince ſtept immediately into the Coach, 
placing himſelf backwards, and the two De- 
puties ſate over againſt him. This Coach was 
followed by ſeveral others belonging to the 
Prince, filled with the Lords of his Houſhold. 
They entred the Court amidſt the Noiſe of 
Trumpets and Kettle-Drums, and the Prince 
being introduced into the Aſſembly of the States 
General, was received with the higheſt Marks 
of Satisfaction by that illuſtrious Body, to 
whom his Serene Highneſs addreſſed a very pa- 
thetick Speech, containing in Subſtance ; ** That 
ehe had been informed the Day before by 
* the Deputies of that illuſtrious Aſſembly, 
ce of the Reſolution their High Mightineſſes 
* had taken, to conſtitute him Captain and 
* Admiral General of the Union : That he 
could not but own himſelf unequal to that 
e great and weighty Charge. It is true, added 
«© his Serene Highneſs, I have not as yet had 
„ an Opportunity of acquiring the neceſſary 
* Experience in the Art of War; but I have 
„ nevertheleſs made the Theory of it the con- 
« ſtant Theme of my moſt aſſiduous Care 
“ and Study; and the Confidence you repoſe 
in me this Day, will excite me to redouble 
« my Attention, in order the better to anſwer 
*« your Expectations, 


. 
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* AND yet I would not by any means venture 
* to accept of this Dignity, but for the Hopes 
« have of the Aſſiſtance of the Almighty, 
and for thoſe manifold Proofs that are before 
«© my Eyes, how much the divine Providence 
* hath always been pleafed to favour this 
« Office of Statho der; Proofs ſo ſtrong: and 
“ convincing, as to leave no Room for any 
“ Pretence of declining it. In a Word, the 
„ Unanimity of your High Mightineſſes ig 
«* this Election, contributes alſo greatly to 
© my ready Acceptance; altho I am not in- 
© ſenfible of the Danger to which the Repub- 
* lick is at preſent expoſed, by the Invaſion 
„of a powerful and ſubtle Enemy, by the 
« great Decay of Commerce, and the total 
«© Neglect of Military Diſcipline ; all which 
© 1nconceivably increaſe, at this Juncture, the 
* Difficulties of the Charge you are pleas d to 


< honour me with. 


6 


Wand usbeut U Consder dini om 
« we adore, is the fame who hath at all 


times ſhewn himſelf the unſhaken Support 


ey 


of my praiſeworthy and glorious Anceſtors, 
I have room to hope, with the Aſſiſtance 
of this God of my Fathers, in whoſe Steps 
I am determined to tread, by ſacrificing 


my Life, Fortune and Repole for the Ser- 
vice of my Country, as they have done be- 


* fore me, to labour effectually in extricating 


the Republick from the preſſing Dangers 


« that ſurround it on all Sides, I could have 


« wiſh'd 
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© vwiſh'd indeed long ago, to have been, in 
Conjunction with your High Mightineſles, 
“ an Inſtrument in the Hand of the God of 
« Armies, to promote the Welfare of this 
Nation; to which great Deſign, I hence- 
% forward devote my whole Life, in hopes 
« of becoming the Reſtorer of that antient 
<< Splendor, : wherewith this Republick ap- 
« pearedin the Eyes of all Europe, and where- 
of ſhe is now, to my great Concern, di- 
<« veſted, tho after the Enjoyment of a Thirty 
«Years Peace. I heartily pray, that the 
«© good God may deliver us from our Enemies, 
e and preſerve to the Republick the precious 
«© Privileges of Liberty and the true Reform- 
© ed Religion, as long as States and King- 

«© doms endure upon the Earth. 


La) 


1 To this Speech, Count Charles Bentinck, 
Deputy of Overyſſel, and Prefident of the 
Week, reply'd as follows. | 


Moſt Serene Prince, 


HEIR High Mightineſſes, ſenſible of 

the wretched Condition to which their 

Forces by Sea and Land are reduc'd, for want 
of'a Chief, think they cannot place their Con- 
fidence better, than in the Perſon of your Serene 
Highneſs, to whoſe Illuſtrious Houſe the Re- 
publick is indebted for its Liberty, Religion, 
Commerce, all its Conqueſt, and even that 
high Pitch of Grandeur at which it was ar- 


rived, 
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rived, and whence it had not fallen, but by 
truſting too much to the faithleſs Proſtitutions 
of a Neighbouring Prince. As we are fully 
ſatisfied, that your Serene Highneſs will tread 
in the Steps of your Illuſtrious Anceſtors, all 
the confederate Provinces: have -unanimouſly 
choſen you Captain General and Admiral of 
ehe Union, - conferring on you the fame Powers 
and Privileges,-as were formerly granted to 
the Princes of Orange of glorious Memory : 
They heartily wiſh that your Serene Highneſs 
may exerciſe thoſe nigh Dignities with a Sa- 
tisfaction equal to the Joy wherewith they 
are conferred ; and that it may pleaſe'God, to 
bleſs all your great Deſigns for the Preſerva- 
tion of your Country. 


WHEn the Ceremony was over, his Serene 
Highneſs paſſed, amidſt the Noiſe of Trumpets 
and Kettle-Drums, to the Council of State, 
where he was introduc'd by the two before- 
mention'd Deputies. The States General had 
at the ſame time wrote the following Letter 
to the Council, to notify to them the Inſtal 
lation of his Serene Highneſs, | 


> HE Confederate Provinces having 
= thought proper to advance his Serene - 
* Highneſs the Prince of Orange, to the 
% Dignity of Captain General, and Admiral 
of the Union; Employments which he 
out of his great Love to his Country, has 
* not declined accepting at this dangerous 

Con- 


cc 
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Conjuncture; we judg'd it neceſſary to no- 
tify to your noble Mightineſſes, that his Se- 


A 


uſual Oath in our Preſence, We make no 
doubt but your noble Mightineſſes will re- 
ceive the News of this Election with Joy, and 
contribute all in your Power towards aſſiſtin 
his Serene Highneſs in the Dilcharge of 
that eminent Truſt, and in his Endeavours 
to reicue the State out of its preſent deplo- 
rable Situation. May it pleaſe the Al- 
mighty to proſper the Arms of the Re- 
publick, under the Direction of fo re- 
nown'd a Leader, and to reſtore them to 
that Splendor they acquired in the times 
of the former Princes of Orange his Prede- 
ceſſors; the generous Defenders of the 
Liberty of their Country, and who are 
juſtly celebrated over all Europe, as the 
great Improvers of the Art of War, 
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Tur Council came in a Body to receive 
his Serene Highneſs, who was preſented to 
them by the Count De Bentinck-Roon at the 
Head of a Deputation from the States General, 
The Count upon this Occaſion made the fol- 
lowing Speech, which has been receiv'd with” 
very great Applauſe. | 


Noble and Mighty Lo R vs, 
T has pleaſed the Divine Providence ſo to 
direct the Affairs of this Republick, that 


hisSerene Highneſs the Prince of Orange and 
_ _— N aſſau 


rene Highneſs has this Morning taken the 
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Naſſau has been raiſed to the eminent Digni-' 
ties of Stathelder and Captain General and 
Aamiral, by the States of all the ſeveral Provin- 
ces, and that the States General have confer- 
red upon him the Office of Captain General 
and Admiral of the Union. It is in this Qua- 
lity, Noble and Mighty Lords, and by Order of 
their High Mightineſſes, that we have the 
Honour of introducing the Prince into this 
Aſſembly, agreeable to the fundamental Con- 
ſtitutions of the State: We hope that the Re- 
eſtabliſhing the antient Form of Government, 
will re-eſtabliſh alſo Unanimity in the Com- 
mon-wealth, quicken our Deliberations, pro- 
mote and accelerate their Execution, and 
introduce a wiſe Diſtribution of Rewards and 


Puniſhments, without which no Government 


can ſubſiſt. 


Ir was by ſuch Methods as theſe, and the 
matchleſs Conduct of the Princes of Orange, 
that our Country firſt roſe to that high Pitch 
of Felicity and Grandeur, whence in thefe 
latter Days it has ſo miſerably fallen, as being 
deſtitute both of Strength and Counſel, and 
reduced to be the Scorn and Derifion of it's 
Enemies, and a uſeleſs Load upon its Allies; 
We doubt not however but the Prince, 
whom we have now the Honour to preſent 
to you, will tread in the Steps of his illuſtrious 
Predeceſſors, and concur with us to deliver the 
Republick from the preſent Invaſion, and 
guard it againit the Attempis of an ambitious 


8 and 
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and perfidious Neighbour, who openly makes 


Sport of good Faith, Honour, and Treaties 
the moſt ſolemnly ſworn to. We flatter our- 
ſelves that this high Confidence of the whole 
Nation will be  crown'd with anſwetable 
Effects, and juſtify that univerſal Affection 
which the People have teſtified to the Houſe 
of Qrange; an Aﬀection which neither Time 
has been able to efface, nor Art to eradicate, 
The great Qualities of the Prince are a very 
ſure Pledge of the Goodneſs of the Choice, 
the moſt unanimous that a People can make, 
and of which Hiſtory hardly furniſhes an Ex- 
ample. Render therefore to his Serene High- 
neſs the Honours due to his Rank and Dig- 
Nities , and may God bleſs your Deliberations, 


and direct them to the true Intereſt of the 


State, and the Preſervation of our Country 
and Liberties. | . 


H1s Serene Highneſs withdrew about four 


o'Clock, and was conducted to the outward 
Gate, by the whole College in a Body: A 
Coach and Six belonging to the Baron de 
Waſſenaer, Signior de Doveren, waited for 
him there; the Prince got into it, accom- 
panied by the Baron de Waſſenaer and Mr, 
Scheyteruit, who both ſate backwards: This 
Coach was followed by another, in which was 
Meſſ. Godyng, Vos van Steenwyk, and the Se- 
cretary Van der Hoop. Having conducted his 
Serene Highneſs back to his Palace, the De- 
puties return'd to the Council of State, and 
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the whole of this great Solemnity was ended 
about Half an Hour paſt four. The ſame 
Evening there were Illuminations, Fireworks, 
and firing of Guns, and in a Word, all kinds 
of Demonſtrations of the moſt extraordinary 


Joy, throughout all parts of the Hague. The 
Magiſtrates, in particular, order'd the Town- 
Hall to be illuminated in a grand Manner : In 
that Front of it next the Church, were plac'd 


ſix magnificent tranſparent Pictures, three in 


each Story; the firſt of which repreſented a 
Hand ſtretched out of the Clouds, and preſent- 
ing the Prince with a Bundle of ſeven Arrows, 
tied round with an Orange-colour'd Ribbon, 


and his Serene Highneſs reſpectfully receiving 


it, with the Words, 4 Deo. The Second re- 
preſented the God of War offering his naked 
Sword to the Prince, who receiv'd it from him, 
and the Words, Pro Populo, Pallas appear'd 
in the Third, leading the Prince by the Hand, 
compleatly armed to Battle, with this Device, 
Hac Duce. In the Fourth, the Prince appear'd 
compleatly arm'd on Horſeback, with theſe 
Words taken from Virgil, and render'd appli- 


cable, with a little Alteration, to the Subject: 


Hic rem Belgarum, graviter turbantibus Armis, 
Siftet, Eques ſternet Gallos. 


Giving us to underſtand, by theſe four Em- 
blems taken together, that the Prince of Orange 
having receiv'd the Poſt of Statholder of the 
Seven Provinces, from the Hands of Provi- 
dence, ſhould fave the Republick, and re- 

eſtabliſh 
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eſtabliſh its Tranquillity by the force of Arms, 
and the Wiſdom of his Conduct. The other 
two Pictures plac'd in the Middle repreſented, 
one the Arms; and the other the Name of his 
Serene Highneſs, in finely-flouriſh'd Letters; 
and at the Extremities above theſe Decorati- 
ons were fixed two Orange-colour'd Standards, 
and Colours in. the Middle,- on which were 
repreſented the Arms of the Province, thoſe of 
his Serene Highneſs, and thoſe of the Hague. 
There were allo placed on each fide the Town- 
Hall-Steps, but a little advanc'd from them, 
two great Branch'd Candleſticks of a pyraini- 
dal Form, in the Sconces of which were 
lighted Flambeaux. The Steeple of the great 
Church was alſo illuminated by a triple Range 
of Lanterns, and the Chimes were play'd 
from nine o'Clock till Midnight, without in- 
termiſſion. It wou'd be impoſſible to give an 
Account of all the various. Decorations, by 
which. particular Perſons endeavour'd to diſtin- 
guiſh themſelves on this Occaſion ; ſuffice it to 
ſlay, that nothing equal to it was ever ſeen be- 
fore. Though a too great Similarity in Illumi- 
nations on ſuch Occaſions is generally obſerv- 
able, it is nevertheleſs certain, that the Vari- 
ety both in the Invention and Execution of 
them, did not make the leaſt agreeable Part 
of this delightful Spectacle. 


THEss Rejoycings continued, without the 
leaſt Diſorder or Accident, till the next Morn- 


ing: His Serene Highneſs the Prince Stat- 
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holder, accompany'd by her Royal Highneſs 
the Princeſs his Conſort, rode in a Coach 
from Ten O'Clock til} One in the Morning, 
through the principal Streets of the Hague, 
with a numerous Retinue, that they might 
themſelves be Witnefles of the general Joy ; 
and their Highneſſes were pleated publickly 
to declare their entire Satisfaction in the Re- 


joycings. 


Tx Sixteenth in the Morning, the Coun- 
ci] of State came in a Body to his Serene High- 
neſs's Palace, and conducted him with 
great Ceremony to the Apartment where this 
College uſually aſſembles, and having affiſted 
there in the Deliberations, the Baron de Waſſe- 
naer, Seignor de Doveren, introduced him 
to his Seat in the Aſſembly of the States of 
Holland and Weſt- Friefland, as a Member of 
the Body of Nobility of that Province. On 
the breaking up of this Aſſembly, Meſſrs. 
Van der Duyn, Seignor de's Gravemore ; the 
Baron de Waſſenaer, Seignor de Doveren ; the 
Count de Bentinck, Seignor de Roon, &c. the 
Baron de Waſſenger, Seignor de Rhinſaterwoude; 
the Baron de Waſſenaer, Seignor de Staremberg; 
and the Grand Penſionary, reconducted his 
Serene Highneſs to his Palace. * 


Trvs concluded theſe auguſt Ceremonies. 
The next Day his Serene Highneſs affiſted in 
the Morning in the Deliberations of the States 


General and the Council of State; and ſet 
\ | out 


( 71 } 
out in the Afternoon for Zealand, where he 
was expected with the utmoſt Impatience. 


Ws ſhall canclude this faithful and exact 
Account, by preſenting our Readers with an In- 
ſcription on a Monument raiſed by the City of 
Harlem, in memory of this Revolution, the 


Work of Providence alone. 


ABOLITA. OLIGARCHTA. 
PRISc A. BELGSIS. LIBERTATE... 
REDDITA. 
AvITI. RrGIMINIS. FORMA, 
RESsTIT UTA. 
SUFFULTA. PoPUL1. VoLunTATE. 
ConSTANTIA. PROCERUM, 
____ JuncTA. 
___ ConsiLLio. An1MOQUE. Ducts. 
CIVITAS HARLINGANA 
AU$SPICIIS. 
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GULIELMI. I. 9 
REITUBLII C. CoNDITORIS. | 
AMPLIFICATA, 1 
/ Nunc Lara. 4 
| SUIS. 4 
ToT1VsQUE, GenT1s. Bei.cice, 1 
| DzILICIIs. bh 
GULIELMO. IV. FRISONE. .Þ 
AT Avi. | 


ViRTUTUM. DiIGN1TADTUMQUE, 
HEREpDe. UN1co. | 
AuURZA, EXPECTAT. SACULA., 


Eq The 


The Senſe in ENGLISH thus: 


Tur Oricarcyy ABOLISHED, 
Tur OLD LIBERTY or THz DUTCH 
REVIVED, | 
Taz GOVERNMENT or ous Axcksroks 
RES TO RED, 
Tux Wish or THE REOPLE susrAIN ED 
By TRE FIRMuNESS OF THE NOBLES 
 ___UniTer To 
Taz CouxA dE and Cox pur of run Chir: 
A Cirv or HARLEM, 
, Ry THE AUSPICES 
Or WI LLIAM I. | 
Tur FounDER OF THE REPORTS. 
|  EnLarceD, 
Now JovrvLLy, 
From HER OWN 
AnvD' THE wHolLEe DUTCH Nation's 
DELIGHT, 
WILLIAM FRISO IV. 
OF HIS ANCESTORS | 
VIRTUES ASWELL AS DIGNITIES | 
\ .. THE SOLE-HEIR, e 


A GOLDEN AGE EXPECTS, 


OF THE 
Dignity of STATHOLDER. 


E ſhall finiſh this Relation with 
Nan Account of the Dignity of 
Statbolder, in order to give 
Foreigners. ſome tolerable Idea 
of that Office, The Govern- 
ment of our Republick is of 
itſelf extreamly Simple; and yet the Notion 
form'd of it, by ſuch as never travell'd beyond 
the Walls of their own City, or the Fron-, 
tiers of their own Province, is very confuſed : 
They even miſtake the very Name of it, by 
calling it the R-publick of Holland, and all the 
Inhabitants indifferently Hollanders. It's real 
Name and Titles are The Moſt High and 
Mighty Republick of the United Provinces of 
the Netherlands, The States General, or 
Aſſembly of the ſeven Provinces, who repre- 
ſent the Sovereignty of the Republick, in 
* Reſpect of the other States of Europe, have 


the 


I ſay in Reſpect of the other States of Europe, becauſe 
the States-General have no Sovereign Authoricy over the ſeve - 
ral Provinces conſider'd ſeparately, they being all abſolute 
within theraſelves, and independent one of another. 6 
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the Title of High Migbtineſſes, or High and 
Mighty Lords. The ſeveral Provinces, which 
are Gueldres, Holland and Weſt-Frieſland, 
Zealand, U recht, Frieſland, Overyſſel, and 
Groningen, and Omeland, have each their pe- 
_ culiar Titles; ſome being called Noble Mighti- 
neſſes, others Noble and Great Mightineſſes. 
Each Province chuſes it's own Statholder, and 
in his {408% hc gy, uM the Exerciſe of his 
Government by ſuch Inſtructions as they 
think proper, and by certain Reſerves of Power, 
which are {till retain'd by the Provincial States, 
in whom reſides the Sovereignty of the Pro- 
vince, in the ſame Manner as formerly in the 
Dukes of Burguniy, and afterwards in the 
Succeſſors of Mary the Heireſs of Burgundy, and 
Mother of Philip the Fair, King of Spain. 


Wr muſt therefore have Recourſe to the 
Commiſſions of the Statholders, if we would 
form a right Judgment of the Powers and 
Privileges of that Office. We ſhall not go 
back to thoſe of the oldeſt Date, during the 
Government of the Earls of Holland, ever ſince 
the Year 1064, when Robert of Ghent was a | 
pointed Statholder of Holland, by T!zerry the 
Son of Fhrence the IV. We ſhall content 
ourſelves with tranſcribing Part of the Com- 
miſſion of William I. S atholder of Holland, 
and the nling Republick ; it contain'd, in 
Subſtance : © That as Head and Principal 
Member of the Sovereignty, it was his 
* Buſineſs, in the Name of the ſaid Sove- 
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(75) 
reignty, to regulate all Occurrences and Dif- 
ficulties ariſing, either in Relation to mat- 
ters of State, or the Execution of Juſtice: 
That he was not only to defend and protect 
the State both by Sea and Land, as Go- 
vernor, Captain General and Admiral, but 
alſo to employ himſelf in the Su 
Maintainance of Sovereignty, and of the 
Rights and Privileges of all the ſeveral 
Towns and Provinges ; in promoting the 
reformed Religion, and defending it againſt 
Violence and Schiſm ; in giving due Vigour 
to the Laws, by an exact and impartial Diſtri- 
bution of Juſtice ; ; in regulating the Affairs 


of Peace and War, with the Approbation of 


the States, or the Advice oftheir Deputies, and 
thoſe of the Court of Juſtice, and the Juriſdic- 
tions of the ſeveral Tribunals, with the 
aſſiſtance of the Preſident and Counſellors 
of the Courts of Holland and Weſt- Frieſiand; 
that he was impowered to Nominate and 
Inſtall the Grand- Baillifs and other Officers 
of Juſtice, not immediately under the Ap- 
pointment of the Chamber of Accounts, or 
other independent Courts; and in caſe of 
Death, to fill up the Place of the Preſident 
or Counſcllors of the Court of Juſtice, or 
even to Change them if it was found ne- 
ceſſary; provided that herein he acted with 
the Advice and Approbation of the States, 
and confined himſelf to one out of three 
of their Nomination: That he might alſo 
T__ or reinſtate the I in the 


© ſeveral 
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(75) 
ſeveral Towns, where Neceſſity or the 
Security of the State demanded it, after 
due hearing of their Cauſe, and with a 
Majority of the Voices of the Senate or 
Town-Council ; all this however, without 
Prejudice to the Charters and Privileges of 
the reſpective Cities, whoſe Rights are to 
be deemed inviolable. | 


K aa M a K 


Tas E Things are ſtill more amply ex- 
preſs d in ſeveral Commiſſions and Inſtructions 
given from time to time to our Statholders, 
agreeably to what we meet with in the Act of 
Union of the States of Holland and Zealand, 

concluded at Deſſt the 25th of April 1656, 
where among other things it is ſaid: That 
as every Republick and Society is chiefly 
preſerved, ſtrengthened, and upheld by 
Union, which is almoſt never to be found 
in a Multitude, who frequently differ in 
Sentiments and Inclinations, inſomuch that 
there is a Neceſſity for referring the 
Government to one Head or Chief: The 
ſaid Allies, after long Deliberations and 
Conſultations about the molt proper Form 
of Government, and the Adminiſtration 
of publick Affairs in the Provinces,” have 
in conſideration of the tender Aﬀection and 
Regard which Prince William I. has al- 
ways teſtified for this Country, and as 
being one of the principal Lords of the 
Netherlands, and holding the firſt Rank in 
the Aſſembly of the States, entreated and 

« requeſted 
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| * a, | 

© requeſted him, and, as much as depends 
upon them, made choice of him as their 
Head and principal Magiſtrate, for the 
Government of the Country and Cities of 
Holland and Zealand, ſubmitting for that 
purpoſe to the Good- Will and Pleaſure of 
© his Excellency, the Direction and Manage- 
ment of the publick Affairs of the Pro- 
vinces, agreeably to the Oath they had 
* taken, and the Obligation they were come 
under to his Excellency, on. whom they 
© had conferred all Power and Authority for 
that Effect; inſomuch that his Excellency, 
during the Continuance of the War, is fully 
© impowered to command or forbid, in Qua- 
* lity of Sovereign and Chief, whatever he 
© ſhall judge advantageous or hurtful to the 
* ſaid Provinces, It is further enacted, that 
* he have the whole Diſpoſal of Military 
Affairs both by Sea and Land, and that to 
him be referred the Nomination of Colonels, 
Captains, Lieutenants, Officers, and other 
Commiſſioners for the Direction of Military 
Operations, with full Power to ſettle their 
reſpective Salaries, and eſtabliſh ſuch Or- 
ders and Regulations, as may introduce an 
exact Diſcipline, and tend to the Security 
of the Inhabitants, and Preſervation of the 
Country. Within theſe Limitations the De- 
fence of the Country is committed to his Ex- 
cellency, whois intruſted with the whole Ma- 
nagement of the Soldiery, Ships of War, and 
Mariners, in the Service of the States, to 
to be levied and equipt for that Service; to 
diſtri- 
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diſtribute, - quarter and ſtation them in the 
ſeveral Provinces, Forts and Cities, as ſhall 
to him ſeem moſt effectual for oppoſing 
the Enemy, and defending the Country, 
and that without waiting for the Advice or 
Concurrence of the States-or Magiſtrates, or 
any other Perſons whatſoever ; inſomuch 
that all the Cities and Villages ſhall im- 
mediately receive the Troops or Garriſons 
ſent them by his Excellency, without Re- 
monſtrance or Petition for Exemption ; pro- 
vided always that the ſaid Troops, in the 
Cities, Forts, and Villages, have no Im- 
munities in reſpe& of Taxes and Impoſts, 
beyond the other Inhabitants. T here ſhall 
be no Difference in any of the Quarters of 
the Towns, among Soldiers, Sailors or Ships, 
by whom they ſhall be paid, when they 
change their Quarters; but all Soldiers, 
Sailors, and Ships, and all the Monies ariſing 
from the Revenue of the ſaid Union, ſhall 
be of the ſame Nature and Condition; and 
all the Towns and Quarters ſhall be con- 

fider'd as making but one Body. Moreover, 
any Conſederates ſhall not enliſt or diſband 
the Soldiers or Sailors in the ſaid Towns or 
Quarters nor equip or diſarm any Ship or Veſ- 
ſel but by hisExcellency's Order or Permiſſion. 


© His ſaid Excellence ſhall cauſe his Laws, 
Orders, Ordinances, Diſcipline and Military 
Articles, to be obſerved and executed; and 
ſhall puniſh thoſe who ſhall fail therein; and 
| * the 
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© the States, Towns, and Citizens, ſhall here- 
in give their Affiſtance whenever it ſhall 
© berequired. His Excellency ſhall, with the 
© Btates, eſtabliſh and continue ſuch Receivers 
as he ſhall judge proper for the Receival 
* of the Revenues of the Union, in each par- 
* ticular Quarter. 
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His Excellency ſhall cauſe Juſtice to be 

* adminiſter'd, by the Provincial Council of 
* Holland, for the King as Earl of Holland, 
Zealand, and Frieſſand, which are under 
its Juriſdiction. In all Differences and ju- 
„ dicial Affairs, the Court and the Provincial 
© Council with its Agents ſhall be reſpected, 
and their Mandates and Orders executed, 
both in this Quarter of Holland, and in that 
© of the North and Zealand, as always has been 
* the Cuſtom ; nor ſhall any Town or other 
1 * place oppoſe them, or infringe the Laws 
and Ordinances of the ſaid Court, or in any 
* wiſe diſallow their Juriſdiction, or introduce 
any Novelties; and of this the Confe- 
* derates ſhall take eſpecial care. Provided 
« nevertheleſs, that the faid Court ſhall not 
© grant any Proviſion, nor admit any Procedure 
1 touching the Ordinances and Reſolutions 
of the States, nor ſhall take any Cognizance 
* of the Revenues of the State deſtin'd by 
© the Union for the Expences of the War, 
* which ſhall remain at the Diſpoſal of 
the Deputies of the States, eſtabliſhed in 
in each Quarter: In other Reſpects the 
* ſaid 
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ſaid Council ſhall act according to the 


« Laws, Equity, and the lawfully eſtabliſhed 


* Cuſtoms; and in caſes of Appeals, or con- 


C 


06K r » ¼ MA ²ův n ̃ rndretbon@rndhdcowdc Saad 


5 
o 


— 


cerning the Execution of its Sentences, it 
ſhall conform itſelf to the laſt Orders and 
Reſolutions of the States. 


His Excellency ſhall eſtabliſh and ap- 


point on the King's Part, as Earl of Hol- 


land and Zealand, the Members of the 
ſaid Council, the Baillifs and other Officers 
of Juſtice, that are not in the Diſpoſal of 
the Chamber of Accounts, according to 
antient Cuſtom; that is to ſay, when any 
of thoſe who are at preſent in Office ſhall 
die, or when their time of Service ſhall be 
expired, unleſs his Excellency for good Rea- 
ſons ſhall not think proper to change or 
continue them, which his Excellency may 
do with the Advice of the States, who 
ſhall always give him the Nomination of 
three Perſons, of which his Excellence 
ſhall chuſe one, in ſuch a manner, that 
in the ſaid Nomination for the Court of 
Holland, there ſhall be always two Zealand- 
ers, purſuant ta the antient Privileges of 
that Province. The ſaid Court may grant 
all kinds of Proviſions in cafes of Pardons 
and Favours, ſuch as Relief and Reſtitution, 
as practiſed before the grand Council of 


Mechlin ; as alſo to all Law, Inventory and 


Ceſſionary Benefices, and others. It ſhall 
* alſo, 


0 81 ) 
dc by Proviſion, take Coguizance of all 
feudal Cauſes in Holland, on condition that 
in theſe Caſes there ſhall be preſent, the 
Statholder and Counſellors of the Fiefs, who 
have been appointed at all tifnes, and are 
at this preſent. His Excellence, as repre- 
ſenting the Sovereignty, may grant all Fa- 
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© yours, Remiſſions, Pardons, Reſpites, Legi- 

timation, &c. on the King's Part, as above, 1 
.* with the Advice of the Officers and Coun- | 
* {ellors, as is cuſtomary ; and in the ſame [ 
9 Manner, all Grants, Benefices, Prerogatives, 
and Privileges; ; provided always; that in | 


granting any of theſe to any Community,, 
Town or Village, it ſhall, to prevent Dis- | 9 
* putes, be with the Conſent of the States. 
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Hs Excellence ſhall 4 under his 
© own Hand and Seal, all. the Safe Guards 
2 | and Paſſports, as it always has hitherto een 
© practiſed; nor ſhall any Perſon in Holland 
or Zealand preſume to do it, without being 
© authoriſed thereto by his Excellence. > 


— . 
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is Excellence ſhall elect, create, or 
renew, at 'the uſual Times, the Magiſtrates j 
© of Towns, according to the antient Cuſtoms, 1" 
© Laws and Privileges of the ſaid Towns ; k 

. provided always, that if Necefiity or Secu- 5 
© rity requires that any Baillif, Regency, or [ 
M agiſtracy of any Town, ſhall be extraor- . 
+ dinarily depoſed or renewed, his Excellence | 
| may do it alſo, having taken cognizance * | 
© of the Cauſe, and having a Majority of 
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Voices of thoſe who repreſent the Council, 
or Body of the ſaid Town; all this without 
* any Infringement of the Riphts and Privi- 
leges of the ſaid Towns, nor ſhall they be 
leſs "IO obſerved and preſerved, —_ 


© His Excellence ſhall likewiſe maintain and 


ptotect all the Rights, Privileges, Libertics, 


and Laudable Cuſtoms of the Territory and 


Towns of Holland and Zealand, ſubject 


to his Obedience in general and in particular, 
by defending, maintaining, and protecting 
the Prerogatives and Authority of all Officers, 
Magiſtrates, and lawful Regents: Nor ſhall 
the Governors, Captains, or others, ap- 
pointed in any Place for the execution of 


matters concerning the War, concern them- 


ſelves, or take any Cognizance of Civil 
Affairs, happening within or without the 


Town, but ſhall leave them to the Care 
of the Baillifs, Magiſtrates, and Regents of 


the Court and particular Places, as always 
has been the Cuſtom. 


© With regard to Religion, his Excellence 


Thall admit and maintain the Exerciſe of 
the Evangelical Reformed Religion, and 


ſhall ſuſpend and put an End to the Exer- 
cife of all others contrary to the Evan- 
gelical ; provided nevertheleſs, that his Ex- 
ence ſhall not make, or cauſe to be 


made, any Enquiries concerning the Religion 


of any one, nor that any Perſon” may be 


. Expoted on this Account to any unjuſt 


Inſult 
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© Inſult or Loſs, by making ſuch Regulations 
© with regard to the Exerciſe of the ſaid Re- 
© ligion as hall be found neceſſary, according 
© to the Occurrences and Condition of the 
* Towns, for the greater Tranquility and Con- 
* venience of the People, and without 
© diminiſhing the Reſpect due to the Divine 
© Being, even by taking the Advice of the 
© States, if it thould be neceſlary, 
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* THE States and Confederates in common, 
© ſhall cauſe all Baillifs ,| Magiſtrates, Bur- 
| © ghers and Communities, in all the Cities 
| * and Towns, to take an Oath of Fidelity, 
Submiſſion and Obedience to his Excellence 
in his Regency, Orders, and Ordinances, 
and with regard to their Execution as afore- 
* ſaid. On the other fide, his Excellence ſhall 
*. reciprocally make Oath to employ all poffi- 
* ble means to Maintain and Defend them 
* againſt their Enemies, in the Government [ 
* of Holland and Zealand, their Rights, Pri- \ 
* vileges, Liberties and Laudable Cuſtoms, | 
in the Manner as aforeſaid, 4 
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Wr ſhall here add the Commiſſion given to 
WIILIAM the IIId. Prince of Orange, who 
was elected to the ſame Dignity, in ſuch tur- 
bulent and tumultuous Times as theſe. 


1 Co- 
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 Commiss10N of Captain General and 40. 
miral of the Union, given to his Serene 


Hig hneſs Nin III. Prince of range: 
* 110 States General. 


HE Members having expreſſed a gene- 


© ral and unanimous Deſire to elect 


and inſtall for Statholder of this Province, 


his Highneſs the Prince of Orange, (foraſ- | 
much as it hath. been agreed and ordained 
by the Reſolution of this preſent Month of 


July, which has now paſſed and been reca- 


4 Pitulated'! in the Aſſembly, That in the pre- 
ſent dangerous Circumſtances, to enable the 


Members of this Province to elect a Statholder, 
to abſolve them in general and in particular 
with regard to theOath which they have taken 
upon the perpetual Edict, agreeable to the Re- 
ſolution of the fifth of Auguſt 1667, from 


the aforeſaid Oath; and to. re-eſtabliſh them 


in the ſame Liberty and Capacity of elect- 
ing a Statholder, which they enjoyed before 


© the paſſing of the ſaid Edict) the Lords of 


the Order of the Nobility, . and the Deputies 
of the Towns, have judg'd it proper, and 
have reſolved in the Name and on the Part 
of the Lords their Dclegaters, to ele& and 
conſtitute the aforefaid Prince of Oran 

and .their noble and great Mightineſles do 
hereby elect and conſtitute his Highneſs the 
Prince of Orange, Statholder, Cath Ge- 
neral and Admiral over all the Troops of 
this Province by Sea and Land, with the ſame 
Authority and Digoity, with which his An- 
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ceſtors of glorious Memory-were inveſted 3 
that a Solemn Deputation ſhall be immedi: 


ately ſent to his Highneſs, to offer him in 


Form the {aid Dignity ; and for this pur- 
poſe the Nobles have been defired and ap- 


pointed, &c. &c. which ſaid Nobles are au- 


thoriſed by theſe Preſents, on the Part and 
in the Name of their Noble and great 


Mightineſſes, to abſolve his ſaid Highneſs 


from the Oath which he alſo has taken; 
never to accept or receive the ſaid Dignity of 


Statholder. Finally, it has been judged . 


proper, and therefore reſolved, that things 
ſhall be ſo order'd in the General Aſſembly; 
on the Part of their noble and great Mighti- 
neſſes, that his Highneſs may therein be 


| elected and conſtituted Captain General and 


Admiral of the Troops of the United Pro- 


© vinces, by Sea and Land, and that for Am- 
plification of his Inſtructions, (till it (hall be 
otherways order'd) the Power and Authority 
of diſpoſing of Patents, and other Mattes 


concerning Millitary Affairs, may be con- 
ferred on his ſaid Highneſs, in the ſame 


Manner as they were conferred on the pre- 


ceding Princes of Orange his Glorious An- 


ceſtors, in quality of Statholders, ' aptains 
General, and Admirals”: And his Highneſs 
may alſo be abſolved by their Uligh Mightiz 
neſſes, from the Oath which he has taken 
in the General Alen mbly, not to accept the 
Statholderſhip, &c. 


mir us not forget a Reflection that Kala 
3 natu- 
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3 
naturally to riſe here; which is, that our Fore- 


fathers, who certainly had a more perfect 


Knowledge of the true natural Form of 
Government of theſe Provinces than we have, 
becauſe they lived nearer the Times in which 
they ſo gloriouſly ſprung up and flouriſhed, 
had no ſooner aboliſh'd the odious Perpetual 
Edict, the Source of all the Misfortunes 


which enſued on the Death of WILLIAM II 


and which was the Invention of the too poli- 
tick Cromvell, our ſecret Enemy, than they 
began to think ſeriouſly of putting their Poſte- 
rity out of all Danger of the like Misfortunes ; 
and for this purpoſe, they could fix on no bet- 
ter Means, than the following Reſolution, 


HEIR Noble and Great Mightineſſes hav- 

| ing maturely confidered the Nature and 
Condition of this Country, as it has been here- 
tofore eſtabliſh'd by the Bleſſing of God under 
their Highneſſes the Princes of Orange; and 
having particularly weighed the State of the 
Republick for the twenty Three or twenty 
Four Years laſt paſt, find, that ever fince the 
fatal Year 1650, theſe Provinces have been ex- 
poſed to many Calamities and Misfortunes, 
both Foreign and Domeſtick. That as to 
foreign Calamities, they have never been with- 
out either War, or the juſt Apprehenſion of it. 
That in the Vear 1653, they were engaged 
in a heavy War with England, which greatly 
ſhock'd the very Foundations of the State ; 
That ſcarce had they recover'd a little after 
this War, when they were forced to undertake 
another 


— 
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another, againſt the King of Portugal, in 1656; 
and in 1658 and 1659 were ſtill farther en- 
tangled, by taking Part in that which had 
broken out between the two Northern Crowns, 
That in 1664, a new War was kindled between 
the Republick and the King of England; which 
was ſoon after ſucceeded by another ſtill more 
fatal and bloody, under which ſhe at preſent 
groans. That during the Interval of all theſe 
Wars, the States had ſuffered many Diſgraces 
and Affronts from the neighbouring Potentates, 
who before uſed to ſtand greatly in Awe of 
her. That in relation to Domeſtick Affairs, 
ſhe had been miſerably torn with inteſtine Di- 
viſions : That between the Years 1650 and 
1650, two oppoſite Parties were formed in the 
State, the one declaring loudly for the preſent 
Prince of Orange, the only remaining Iſſue 
Male of that illuſtrious louſe ; while the 
other with no leſs Zeal maintain'd, that we 
ought wholly to abandon the Intereſts of that 
Prince : That the King of Great Britain 
being reſtored to his Crown by the Parliament, 
and paſſing through theſe Provinces in his Re- 
turn 0 that K ingdom, the States had promiſed 
to his Majeſty, and the Princeſs Dowager of 
Orange his Siſter, that they would not be un- 
mindful of the Education and Intereſts of his 
"Highneſs, thereby ſufficiently intimating, that 
he was deſtined to fill the honourable Offices 
and Employments of his Anceſtors: That 
after the Death of that Princeſs, a different 
Scheme of Politicks took place, directly op- 
poſite to theſe Engagements: That ſome 


time. after, the States ane undertook, the 
Care of his Education; and that, infine, to- 
wards the End of the Year 1671, and, about 
the Beginning of 1672, very warm Debates 
aroſe touching the Election of his Highneſs 
to the ſupreme . Command of the Armies of 
the Republick. Es 


| 
| 
: 
| 
J 
| 


Tux States therefore, now ſenſible from a 
woful Experience, how much theſe inteſtine 
Diſſentions have from time to time expoſed \ 
them to the Inſults of their Enemies, who 
plainly ſaw, that by reaſon of theſe inward 
Diviſions they were no longer in a Condition 
to defend themſelves, in as much as that firm 
| Union and Confederacy, upon which their firſt 
1 Eſtabliſhment and After-Proſperity depended, 
1 was in a Manner wholly broken; and finding 
| likewiſe, that new Differences are always apt 
to ariſe, as often as an Election of a Com- 
mander in Chief comes under Conſiderati- 
| on, by which means Debates are multiplied, 
| and the Delicerations neceſſary for the Security 
| of the State, and defending it againſt its Ene- 
| mies retarded, to the infinite Danger of the 
Commonwealth, and the Loſs of that Time 
which ought to be employ'd in providing a- 
gainſt the approaching Storm; inſomuch that, 
towards the End of the Vear 1671, when the 
King of France had ſufficiently diſcover'd his 
Intention of attacking theſe Provinces, ſeveral 
whole Months were loſt in Debates about 
the Election of a Captain General, and before 
a Reſolution could be taken of W 
| Nis 


b (%) 

his Serene Eibe to levy Troops and take 
the neceſſary Meaſures for the Delener of the 
Country; whence it happen d, that upon the 
French King's marching his Army into theſe 
Provinces, in 1672, he had almoſt entirely 
overwhelmed the Republick : Their ſaid Noble 
and Great Mightineſſes the States of Holland 
and Meſt Frie/land, having maturely weighed 
all theſe things, are unanimouſly of Opinion, 
that nothing can be imagined or deviſed more 
effectual, either on the one fide wholly to ex- 
tinguiſh theſe Differences, and prevent any ſuch 


arifing for the Future, or on the other to ex, 


preſs their Acknowledgment of the important 
Services which the Republick has © received 
from the illuſtrions Houſe of Orange, both 
in its Eſtabliſhment and After-Defence, than 
to confer unanimouſly upon his Serene High- 
neſe, and his Heirs Male lawfully begotten, 
the Dignity of Stat holder, Captain General, 
and Admiral, &c. 


For Lows the Commiſſion, peeenked by 
their High Mightineſſes to his Serene Highneſs 
the 13th of May 1747, which was 5 Day 
of his Inſtallment, 
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The COMM1581ON of the States-General, con- 

 flituting bis Serene Fhighneſs the Prince of 
Orange and Naſſau S$tadttolder, Captain and 
Admiral- General. | 


| HE States-General of the United. Provinces 

of the Low-Countries, to all to whom 
theſe Preſents ſhall come, Greeting. Be it 
hereby known, That whereas we have found 
it neceſſary to conſtitute and eſtabliſh a Perſon 
duly qualified, and every way able, to be Cap- 
tain and Admiral-General of the Forces by Sea 
and Land in our Service, for the Support of 
the State and Government, and the Direction 
of military Affairs; for theſe Reaſons, moved 
hereunto by the many eminent Qualities, and 
known Capacity of his Serene Highneſs 
William-Charles- Henry Friſo, by the Grace of 
God, Prince of Orange and Naſſau, Count of 
Catzenelinbogen, Vianden, Dietz, &c. &c. GC. 
and confiding in his Steddineſs, Valour, and 
Zeal for the Proſperity of the Repyblick, we 
have thought proper to conſtitute and eſtabliſh, 
and by theſe Preſents do conſtitute and eſta- 
bliſh, his faid Serene Highneſs, Prince Vil- 
liam-Clarles- Henry Friſo, Captain and Admi- 
ral-General over all the Forces in our Service, 
both by Land and Sea, conferring on his Serene 


Highneſs full Pcwer and Authority to command 


the ſaid Troops in that Quality, and to take 


ſuch Meaſures as he ſhall judge neceſſary for the 


Preſervation and Defence of the Union, the 
| _ Guard 
Y 


= 
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Guard and Security of the State, the Tranquil- 
lity, Rights and Privileges, as well of the Com- 
monwealth in general, as of 2 Province in 
particular, the Protection of the Inhabitants, 
the Maintenance of the true reformed Religion, 
as it 1s by Law eſtabliſhed in the Provinces and 
1 Cities, and in fine, for the Support of 
the preſent Form of Government; which Dig- 
nity, with the Authority, Rights, Honours and 
Pre-eminences thereunto annexed, we have 
thought proper farther to confer, as by theſe 
Preſents we do confer (* until otherwiſe is by 
publick Notification make known) the free 
and unreſtrained Power of granting Commiſ- 
fions, conſtituting Officers, and regulating the 
Operations of War, in like Manner as the 
ſame was heretofore exerciſed by the Illuſtrious 
Princes of Orange our Stadtholders, Anceſtars 
of his Serene Highneſs ; ſtrictly commanding 
and enjoining all and every of our Magiſtrates, 
but more particularly the Officers in the Fleet 
and Army, the Colonels, Captains of Horſe 
and Foot, and others bearing Commiſſion and 
Employment in our Service, to receive, ac- 
knowledge and obey his Serene Highneſs in 
that Quality, and pay a ready Deference, Re- 
ſpect and Submiſſion to his Orders. His Se- 
rene Highneſs, in Quality of Captain-General 
af the State, is hereby alſo required to take 


* We meet with this Reſtriction alſo in the Reſolution of 
Holland of the 2oth of Fuly, 1660, for the aboliſhing of Sur- 
vivorſhips, and gra2ting the Enjoyment of 'Offices 'only during 
Pleaſure, | | 
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the uſual Oath in our Preſence, or in the Pre- 
ſence of thoſe whom we ſhall appoint for that 
Purpoſe. Done in our Aſſembly at the Hague, 
under our Great Seal, and ſigned by our > 
cipal Secretary the 4th of May, 1747. 


FroM the ſeveral Commiſſions which we 
meet with in the Hiſtories of Actaema, Hoof, 
Bor, Von Metteren, Van Leeuwe, &c. it ap- 
pears, that the Office of Stadtholder claims all 
the Prerogatives following, Vis, 


1. TE Defence and Aalst of the 
Rights and Liberties of the Provinces of which 
they are Stadtholders. 


2. TRE Privilege of chuſing out of a cer- 


tain Number nominated by the States, the 


Prefidents of the ſeveral Courts of Juſtice in 
the Provinces : Their Names are alſo joined 
with thoſe of the States in all publick Pro- 
clamations. 


3. Tu xv may, in Caſe of Neceſlity, change 
the Magiſtrates in any Town, where it has 
not an unlimited Privilege of chufing its own 
Governors. 


4 Tür Stadtholders have a Right of con- 


ferring ſeveral Offices ; but by the third Ar- 


ticle- of Prince Miurice's Inſtructions, it is 
ſaid that he muſt herein act with the Advice 


and Concurrence of the States. 


5. THE 
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Tu Stadtholders have alſo the Power 
of pardoning Criminals; yet Maurice could 
not exerciſe. this Power'-bat with the Conſent 
of the Council of Committees, and of the 
Judges and Lawyers of the City where the 
Crime had been committed. | 

6. A n is bound to ſee to the 
Execution of the Laws and Ordinances of the 
Province whereof he is Stadtholder. 

CO - 
By the Ulla of Utrecht it is ſtipulated, 
that the Stadtholders ſhall act as Arbitrators in 
the Conteſts that happen between any of the 


Provinces ; and they are bound to ſtand to 
their Deciſion, 


| 8: Ts "oY their principal Office is, to com» 
mand the Armies by Sea and Land of the 


Union; but they have no Authority over the 


Troops of the reſpective Provinces within-their 
- own Territories, but only when they are in 
the Field without the Bounds of the Province ; 


there they may confer Potter and * 


Commiſſions. 


THE "TING A Bo 1 have 


been computed at ſeveral Millions, but I am 


apt to think without ſufficient Ground. For 
if we examine the Matter narrowly,” we ſhall 
find, that the Rr of 2797 tholder of the Ge- 


nerality 
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nerality is, as firſt Civil Officer of the State, 
30,000. Florins yearly. As General of the 
Army, 120,000. 
Of which Gueldres paid 6,000 Florins. 
Holland 84,000 


Zealand 18,000 
 Urrecht 8, ,400 
Overyſſel 3,000 
129,000 

30,000 

120,000 


For Extraordinary Charges 43,000 
For Secret Correſpondence 100,000 


— — — 


292, 00 


Bxs1DEs this, he had a Tenth of all the 
Prizes taken by Sea, an Article which brought 
in indeed Gt Millions to the firſt Stadthol- 
ders. 


The Deduction of the Province of Holland, 
printed in 1654, tells us, that in the Space of 
64 Years, the Stadtholders had coſt the Re- 
publick 19,699,785 F lorins. | 


In 1672, William III. had a Salary of 
2 29.000 Florins aſſigned him, in Conſideration 
of his having a Seat in the Council of State. 
In 1674, the States remitted a Debt of two 


Millions due from that Prince, and the ſame 
Tear 
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Year propoſed to allow the Princeſs Dowager 
a Penſion of 40,000 Forms, From all which 
*tis - evident, that we have no certain Rule 
whereby to calculate the Revenues of this OE. 
fice, they being at different Times encreaſed 


or diminiſhed, according to the Neceſſities of 
the State. | 


WI have ſeen in the two Letters which his 
Serene Highneſs wrote to the States of Zealand, 
and in the Extract of the Speech he made to 
the States General the Day of his Inſtallation, 
with what worthy Sentiments, and truly con- 
ducive to the Proſperity of the State, he ro- 
ceived the News of the Revolution that 
had happened in his Favour. This virtuous 
Prince, who refers the whole Event, and in- 
deed with the juſteſt Reaſon, to a particular 
Direction of the Divine Providence, which 
alone could at one and the ſame Time ſet ſo 
many different Springs to work, to bring about 
its Ends, by Means ſeemingly contradictory 
among themſelves ; ; has not varied ſrom theſe 
Sentimenits ſince the firſt Moment that he re- 
ceived the important News, and has expreſſed 
himſelf on ſeveral Occaſions in a Manner that 
affords the higheſt Hopes of his future Govern- 
ment, which he has begun by pacifying and 
quieting, with the greateſt Equity and Mode- 
ration, the Commotions in Zealand, where the 
Burghers of ſome Towns thought to take Ad- 
vantage of the firſt Moments of the Revolution, 
to be revenged on the Magiſtrates for certain 
| Injuries 
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Injuries they pretended to have received at thetr 
Hands. The Danger was preſſing, the Prince 
haſtened thither immediately. His Election 
was carried on with the greateſt Unanimity, 
and without Bloodſhed, which has rendered it 
doubly precious to him. He ſineerely thanked 
Heaven for ſo great a Bleſſing, and made all 
the Haſte he could to prevent any ill Conſe- 
quences from the Commotions wherewith it 
began. His Serene Highneſs appeared in the 
Province, all the People flew to meet him; 
(Let not any one imagine this a Flight of 
Flattery, we write not like Voltair from mer- 
cenary Views: :) he,counſel d. Peace, they obey, 
and think only of-uniting againſt the common 
Enemy. Zealand was ſoon put in a Condition 
not to fear any Inſults, and perhaps may in its 
Turn take Vengeance l thoſe who ſo lately 
threaten'd it. 


When his Serene Highteſss Royal Spout 
firſt informed him of the News of his Election, 
which ſhe learned while the Prince was at the 

Aſſembly of the States; ſtruck with the Re- 
membrance of what had paſſed upon a like 
Occaſion in 1672, his firſt Queſtion was, 
- Whether any Blood had been fpilt ? No, an- 
ſwered the Princeſs. Thank God! ſaid the 
Prince, with an Air and Countenance that 
ſpoke the Tranquility and Serenity of his Soul, 
- which no Paſſion diſturbed in that unforeſeen 
Moment; then added, hat unexpected Tid- 
5 In my * Circumſtances, the Dig- 
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nity to which J am raiſed exceeds my Strength ! 
But, ſaid he, reſuming the Diſcourſe immedi- 
ately, God who has called me to it, will ſup- 
Hort me in it. All that awe poſſeſs, (continued he, 
embracing his Royal Spouſe,) is the Giſt r 
the People, who by this figniſy the great Con- 

fidence they have in us; T hope 1 ſhall be found 
to deſerve it, by the Uprightneſs of my Intenti- 
ons, as well as the honourable Name I bear; my 
Friends will aſſiſt me with their Counſels, and 
all good Men with their Prayers, | 


+ Wr had this Account from the very 
Perſon who firſt carried the News to their 
Serene Highneſſes, and who was a Witneſs of 
this Converſation, The Princeſs addreſſing 
herſelf to him, ſaid: Aſuredly bad not the 
Provinces been ſo tardy in doing Fuſtice to the 
Sentiments of the Prince, and the Blood that 
runs in his Veins, Affairs both at home and 
abroad would have had a very different Face. 
So long (reply'd the Prince,) as the States 
thought they could diſpenſe with my Services, I 
never murmured at their Neglect: I was ſatis- 
fied with the Affection which the People on all 
occafions diſcover'd to my Houſe, and could have 
Wiſbed that thoſe who undertook the Charge of 
governing them, had been ſo ſucceſiful in all 
their Under takings, as not to ſtand in need of 
my Services, Not that IT am inſenfible of what 

G is 


- 


+ Mr. Allaman, Governor to Mr. Vereltx' Son, whoſe Bro- 
ther is Profeſſor at Frandker. | 
+ In Orat. pro Rege Dejotro. 
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is juſtly due to my Rank; but Tam now arrived. 


at thoſe* Years, den Men ſhould learn to modes. 
rate their Ambition; nor ſhall I ever have any 
other but that of ſeeing my Ry vapfy _ 


Jouriſh: neg. 


Iv the Paget of this Coareriithm: Y 


Serene Highneſs ſignifying, that any the leaſt _ 
Violence committed by the Populace would 
afflict him extreamly, the Meſſengers reply'd, 

© Here is anExample of Goodneſs, far exceeding 
* the common Rate of Men! Many Princes 
© would take no ſmall Joy, at finding themſelves 
in aCondition of expreſſing their Reſentment.” 

Reſentment ! (interrupted the Prince) I owe none 
to any in theſe Provinces, unleſs to thoſe who 
would be forward in offering ſuch Deſiructive 
Counſels, What Greatneſs of Soul! Is not 
this the Man of whom the Roman Orator has 
ſaid, Animum vincere, Iracundiam cohibere, 
Vicloriam temperare, Adverſarium, Nobili. 
tate, Ingenio, Virtute preltantem non modo 
extollere Jacentem, ſed etiam amplificare priſ-- 
tinam cjus Dignitatem : hac qui faciat, non go 
eum cum ſummis Viris comparo, ſed fimillimum 
Deo judico. + Let us therefore repeat it again 
with this great Man; tis a happy Preſage, 
from which we have reaſon to expect every 
thing that is great, glorious, and advan- 
tageous to our Country. | 


Tur RE 
* His Serene Highneſs will be 2 the firſt of Septem! er next. 


{ 
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THrrRE happen'd upon this Subject a very 
- diverting Converſation between a Magiſtrate 
and a Burgher, about the Time that People 

began to talk with fome Earneſtneſs of the Ne- 

ceſſity of electing a Statholder. Very likely, 

* ſays the Magiſtrate, there may be ſome Ne- 

< ccflity in the preſent Caſe; but do you know 
how much a Statholder coſts the StateYearly? 

VUnhappily, replied the Burgher, I have never 
« yet ſeen a Statholder, how then ſhould 1 

< know? Yet I ſhould be glad to learn it of 

© you.” Why'(faid the Magiſtrate,) thirty Tuns 
of Gold, [three Millions of Florins.] *Thirty 

Tuns! cried the Burgher. Then pauſing a 

Moment. But ſo much the better, we have 
© been five and forty Years without a Sat- 

Folder, and of courſe muſt. have fav'd 13 50 
Tuns, [135 Millions.) This Fund will well 
ſupport a War of three Years with France, 
which cannot at preſent abound very much 
in Money, after what they have ſpent in the 

Empire, to procure an Emperor to their like- 
ing; and ſince that to draw off the moſt 
Powerful of the neighbouring Princes, and 
hinder them from acting in Concert with 
* the Emperor, for the Maintainance of the 
Security and Peace of the Empire.' ——The 

Reader may eaſily ſuppoie that no Reply was 
made to this Reflection, which yet perhaps is 
not altogether unanſwerable. 


A 
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As appears by his Speech to the States 
General, and more particularly by the follow- 
ing Letter, which his Serene Highneſs wrote 

G 2 to 
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to the Count de Bentinch, who had congratu- 
lated him upon his Election. Tis in theſe 
Kinds of Writings from one Friend to 


another, that Mens real Sentiments are beſt 
ſeen. ee HED | 


I Thank you my dear Count, for your kind 
: Congratulations upon the remarkable 
Event which Providence has brought about in 
our Days, in cauſing me to be elected Stat- 
* holder of the Province of Holland and Weſt- 
© frieſland, by the unanimous Suffrages both of 
* Magiſtrates and People. I cannot forbear a- 

* doring on this Occaſion in all Humility the, 
Ways of Providence, which has called me to 
* the Diſcharge of ſo weighty an Employment, 
of which J am well aware of the Difficulties, 
* I doubt not however, but as God has 
thought fit to raiſe me to this Station, he 
will alſo ſupply all my Wants, and furniſh 
me with the Talents and Capacity, as well 
as the Vigour of Mind and Body to fill it 
with Dignity, and ſo as may redound to his 
Glory, and the Good of my Country. 


An a A A * A 


I proportion as Heaven hears my Prayers, 
and that I ſee my Efforts for the promoting 
of ſo noble a Deſign to ſucceed, I ſhall 
think J have reaſon to rejoyce, and be pleas'd 
with my Advancement. | 


Tux different Reports by which I am 
© made 


Cr), 

© made to underſtand, that all has been tranſ- 
© acted without Tumult or Bloodſhed, gives 
me the moſt real Joy I have felt fince the 
News of this Revolution. I ever have, 
© and ever ſhall pray to Heaven, that it will be 

* Pleaſed in all Events that bear in ſo diſtin- 

* guiſhed a Manner the Stamp of Providence, 
* ſoto diſpoſe both of Cauſes and Conſequen-' 


5 ces, that its Decrees _ take place ne : 
* Effuſion of * 


Mean time, Ion ni pleaſure the 
Obligations you have laid upon me, by con- 
* tributing ſo powerfully to prevent all Diſor- 
ders of this Kind, and take this ie 
5 hof e myſelf in Haſte, 


Yours, Gr. 


Tur dune: in which his Sercne High- 
neſs appeaſed, or rather prevented an Inſur- 
rection in the Town of Zzericzee, cannot fail 
to give a high Idea of his Penetration and 
Equity, and of what the Provinces have rea- 
ſon to expect from his Adminiſtration, in as 
much as the Stadholders ate Mediators in the 
ſeveral Diſputes that are between them. We 
ſhall here give an Extract of the Ordinance 
publiſhed by his Serene Highneſs in rela- 
tion to that City, as it is of very great Impor- 


tance, and well deſerves to be publiſhed 
cntire. | 
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Ef by the Grace of God, Prince of 
Orange and Naſſau,” Gouernor and Stadthol- 
© der of Gueldres, the County of | Ziutpben, Hol. 
* land and Weſtfriefland, Zealand, Utrecht, 
* Friefland, — ey Groningen, and of the 
. ume of Drent, Captain- General and Ad- 
miral of the Uni td Provinces of the Nether- 
© lands; To all to whom. theſe Prefents ſhall 
come, Greeting. Whereas ſome Commo- 
© tions have ariſen among the Burghers and In- 
c * habitants of the Town and Country of Zie- 
* riczee, which have been carried ſo high, that 
to prevent the moſt threatning Diſaſters, the 
* Magiſtrates found it neceſſary to reſign and 
N * deliver up proviſionally, and till ſuch time as 
* we could arrive, the Adminiſtration and Go- 
*.yernment of the City, to ſome of the princi- 
pal Burghers; and theſe Troubles being prin= 
p „ Cipally occaſioned by ſome Jealouſies and Suſ- 
* picions, which the Burghers had taken up a- 
* gainſt the Magiſtrates, as if ſeveral of them 
had been guilty of the moſt enormous Crimes, 
* of which however no certain Diſcovery has 
« yet been made; and that in all ſuch Caſes 
* Enquiry ought to be made, under a good and 
* well-regulated Government, in the ordinary 
* Way of Juſtice, that no one may ſuffer in his 
* Perſon and Eſtate, in Contradiction to the 
* ancient Privileges and fundamental Laws. of 
* the Country, or be deprived of that Security 
and Protection, to which the Conſtitution of 
our 
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© our State gives him a juſt Claim; and becauſe 
a perfect Harmony, Union, Tranquillity and 
Y Had Confidence, between the Magiſtrates, - 
© Burghers and Inhabitants, is more neceſſary 

© than ever, efpecially in the preſent Conunc- 
© ture, that by an Union of Hearts and Hands, - 
' they may find themſelves in a better Capacity 
of making Head againft their Enemies, and 
6 ham mers, their Country from their Attempts, 


And fince it has NEE) their Noble Migh- 
e tineſſes the States of Zealand, to confer upon 
© us the Office of Stadtholder, Captain- General 
and Admiral of their Province, and that we 
have been actually inſtalled in theſe high 
* Dignities, which we have accepted in the pre- 
* fent critical and dangerous Juncture, only 
© with a View to defend, as far as in us lies, 
our dear Country from the Dangers where- 
*with it 1s threatened, hoping for this Purpoſe 
© the Benediction of the Almighty, whoſe ad- 
* mirable and adorable Providence we, with the 
higheſt Sentiments of Veneration, own in this 
* whole Tranſaction. 


For theſe Reaſons, in Conſideration of the 
0 Obligation we find ourſelves under, to main- 
© tain, as far as we are able, the Privileges of 
* the Country, and prevent any Infringement 
© or Violation of them; but on the Contrary, 
* to guard and ſecure them from all Attempts : 
* And having commanded for this Purpoſe, the 
* Burgomaſters, Echevins, and Counſellors of 


© the 
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the City of Ziericgee, to reſume proviſionally 
and till our next Arrival in the ſaid City, the 
Exerciſe and Functions of their reſpective 
Offices; We have thought it proper expreſsly 
to forbid and prohibit all and every one, as 
© by theſe Preſents we do forbid and prohibit 
© them, to offend either in Word or Deed, the 
* foreſatd Burgomaſters, Echevins, and Counſel- 
© lors, either in general, or any one of them in 
© particular: On the contrary commanding, 
© That all due Reſpect and Obedience be paid 
them as lawful Magiſtrates, under Pain of 
© the ſevereſt Puniſhment to thoſe who ſhall 
act counter to the Tenor of the preſent 
© Ordinance, and of being proſecuted as Di- 
« ſturbers of the publick Peace. And we here 
by alſo recommend to the Burghers and In- 
© habitants Tranquillity and Harmony, that 
upon our Arrival all things may be fairly exa- 
© mined, and we be enabled to paſs ſuch a 
* Sentence as Juſtice and Equity may require. 


And that no Perſon may pretend Igno- 
© rance of theſe our Orders, &c. 
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